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 Minister: Rev Simon J Carver, MA, BSc, - simoncarver@btinternet.com 
Associate Minister: Rev. Jonny Fillis  jonnyf87@aol.com 
  

Church Secretary: Chris Penn 
  

Finance Deacon: Trevor Oakley 
  

Property: Ray Saunders  
  

Site Manager and Caretaker: David Hobbs  

Cross Street: 01727 846891  
 
Bookings: booking@dsbc.org.uk/01727 568162 
 
  

Charity Registration Number: 1127791 

Notes for all sermons are available online at  www.dsbc.org.uk or 
from the minister in person 

OCTOBER SERVICES 

  10.30am 6.30pm 

October 6th 
Church Anniversary 

Revd Jo Kapolyo  
Communion 

 

Just do it! 
Luke 17:5-10 

October 13th Life on the Frontline II: 
Wherever we are 

Day Care Anniversary 
Church in the Café 

NB 4.00pm 
 

October 20th Life on the Frontline III: 
Whatever we do 

Pester Power 
Luke 18:1-8 
Communion 

 

October 27th Life on the Frontline IV: 
Whatever we are 

God, have mercy on 
me, a sinner 
Luke 18:9-14 
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  October 2019 

 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
One of the occasions that were most important 
in the life of my last church was the occasion 
when we read the church covenant. It was writ-
ten in 1780. The reason for the covenant came 
about through what happened earlier in that 
century. 
 
In 1715, on the anniversary of the accession of 
George I tensions were running high as Hanoverian supporters 
celebrated the German Protestant king to which Roman Catholic 
Jacobites reacted badly. Opponents of the Hanoverian succes-
sion smashed windows and generally behaved badly and took 
out their dissatisfaction with German rule on the most obviously 
Protestant groups – the Dissenters. The Baptists’ meeting house 
was damaged and the Presbyterian’s virtually destroyed. The 
government took this sort of thing pretty seriously and they paid 
compensation to the Presbyterians of £108 and £17 to the Bap-
tists. Six years later a piece of land was purchased to build a new 
church. The Presbyterians and Baptists had pooled their re-
sources and come together as one congregation in one building. 
The covenant that was signed by 13 church members – five of 
whom were women – and witnessed by six local ministers, af-
firmed the right of both sets of Christians to practise their faith in 
their own traditions within the one congregation. It was one of the 
earliest examples of ecumenism. 
 
One section of the covenant related to mode of baptism: 
 
… whereas some of us do verily believe that the sprinkling of the 
infant children of believing parents in the name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, is true Christian Baptism; and others of 
us do believe that true Christian Baptism is that which is adminis-
tered to adults upon the profession of their repentance, faith, and  
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 experience of the grace of God, by Immersion in the Name of the 
Sacred Three; yet, notwithstanding this difference of sentiment, 
we promise and agree to receive one another into the same af-
fection and love; and for this, among other many reasons: be-
cause we can find no warrant in the Word of God to make such 
difference of sentiment any bar to Communion at the Lord's Ta-
ble in particular, or to Church fellowship in general; and because 
the Lord Jesus receiving and owning them on both sides of the 
question, we think we ought to do so too.  
 
That final sentence has definite power: because Jesus receives 
those Christians who have been baptised as believers and as 
infants, we should do so too. 
 
History can seem very dry and Church history some of the driest. 
However, there can also be something uplifting about the stories 
of women and men from days gone by who kept faith alive in the 
most difficult of times. 
 
During the course of the next few months a few of us will be delv-
ing into our church’s archives –  curated by Brian Branch for a 
number of years and now by Frank Iddiols. At around the time 
there were riots in Oxford, the first Baptist church on our site was 
being planned and built. Next year we will celebrate the 300th 
anniversary of that building. We hope to find a stories of ordinary 
people doing extraordinary things and then we will share them 
with you. 
 
 
Best Wishes 
  

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

4 

 

 experience of the grace of God, by Immersion in the Name of the 
Sacred Three; yet, notwithstanding this difference of sentiment, 
we promise and agree to receive one another into the same af-
fection and love; and for this, among other many reasons: be-
cause we can find no warrant in the Word of God to make such 
difference of sentiment any bar to Communion at the Lord's Ta-
ble in particular, or to Church fellowship in general; and because 
the Lord Jesus receiving and owning them on both sides of the 
question, we think we ought to do so too.  
 
That final sentence has definite power: because Jesus receives 
those Christians who have been baptised as believers and as 
infants, we should do so too. 
 
History can seem very dry and Church history some of the driest. 
However, there can also be something uplifting about the stories 
of women and men from days gone by who kept faith alive in the 
most difficult of times. 
 
During the course of the next few months a few of us will be delv-
ing into our church’s archives –  curated by Brian Branch for a 
number of years and now by Frank Iddiols. At around the time 
there were riots in Oxford, the first Baptist church on our site was 
being planned and built. Next year we will celebrate the 300th 
anniversary of that building. We hope to find a stories of ordinary 
people doing extraordinary things and then we will share them 
with you. 
 
 
Best Wishes 
  



5 

  October 2019 

 

 

             Pastor’s News 
 

A brief update on a number of items that might be 
of interest to the congregation and the wider reader-
ship of the magazine. 
 
Premier Radio – 3rd October/7th November 
I will be talking about some of the latest cinema re-
leases on Premier Christian Radio in the Breakfast 

Show. You can also subscribe to the St Albans Film Guide Pod-
cast where Danny and I talk about what’s on at the cinema and 
the pick of the films on television. 
 
Central Baptist Association Ministers’ Conference 
Jonny and I will be attending this from 7th-9th October. This 
year’s conference is at King’s Park, Northampton. 
 
Winter Beds Project 
With these warm days we have been enjoying, it may feel as 
though summer is only just coming to an end, but the Winter 
Beds Project steering group has already met to begin planning 
next winter’s provision. If you have volunteered in the past, I 
hope that you will volunteer again this year. If you are unfamiliar 
with what the project does, and would like to know more please 
speak to me, Noreen, or Eddie and Naomi. 
 
Environmental Matters 
Speaking of Naomi Distill, she has taken over from Trevor the 
role of keeping the church informed about all mat-
ters relating to caring for our environment. Naomi 
says about herself: “I have always had an interest 
in environmental concerns and living a ‘green’ low-
waste lifestyle, and I am heavily involved in com-
munity gardening and food growing in St Albans, 
have some involvement with Sustainable St Al-
bans, and am a member of the Soil Association 
and a big supporter of organic food.” Please  

5 

  October 2019 

 

 

             Pastor’s News 
 

A brief update on a number of items that might be 
of interest to the congregation and the wider reader-
ship of the magazine. 
 
Premier Radio – 3rd October/7th November 
I will be talking about some of the latest cinema re-
leases on Premier Christian Radio in the Breakfast 

Show. You can also subscribe to the St Albans Film Guide Pod-
cast where Danny and I talk about what’s on at the cinema and 
the pick of the films on television. 
 
Central Baptist Association Ministers’ Conference 
Jonny and I will be attending this from 7th-9th October. This 
year’s conference is at King’s Park, Northampton. 
 
Winter Beds Project 
With these warm days we have been enjoying, it may feel as 
though summer is only just coming to an end, but the Winter 
Beds Project steering group has already met to begin planning 
next winter’s provision. If you have volunteered in the past, I 
hope that you will volunteer again this year. If you are unfamiliar 
with what the project does, and would like to know more please 
speak to me, Noreen, or Eddie and Naomi. 
 
Environmental Matters 
Speaking of Naomi Distill, she has taken over from Trevor the 
role of keeping the church informed about all mat-
ters relating to caring for our environment. Naomi 
says about herself: “I have always had an interest 
in environmental concerns and living a ‘green’ low-
waste lifestyle, and I am heavily involved in com-
munity gardening and food growing in St Albans, 
have some involvement with Sustainable St Al-
bans, and am a member of the Soil Association 
and a big supporter of organic food.” Please  



Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

6 

 

 support her in this new role for us. Thank you also to Trevor for 
what he has done in the past and for continuing to be willing to 
be our recycler-in-chief! 
 
Centre 33 
I’m pleased to welcome Glynis Griffiths to our team to serve 
meals twice a month at the drop-in centre in Spicer Street. If 
you would be interested in joining us, Glynis (also our magazine 
editor) as the ‘new girl’ would be a good person to speak to. 
 
Welcome Sam and Rini 
At our last Church Meeting, we welcomed Sam and Rini Mas-
sey into church membership. We are delighted to welcome 
them and Abigail to Dagnall Street. 
 
300th Anniversary of Baptists in St Albans 
A small group have been looking into some of our church’s his-
tory with a view to celebrating the 300th anniversary of our 
buildings next year. We can now confirm that the Reverend Ste-
ve Chalke will be preaching at our anniversary service on Sun-
day 11th October 2020. We are also planning a walk from 
Kensworth – where the first St Albans Baptists met – into St Al-
bans to commemorate the time when Baptist Christians were 
finally allowed to worship in their own town. 
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On the Frontline 
 

Imagine the difference we would make in the world. 
 

Imagine what would happen if every Christian looked around at 
the people they spend their days with and asked God: how do 

you want me to be good news to the people here today? 
 

The London Institute of Contemporary Christianity (LICC) 
have developed a programme that seeks to answer this ques-
tion by equipping church-going Christians – around 6% of this 
country’s population – to make a difference in the world in 
which we live. 
 
The Revd Ken Benjamin, the current Baptist Union President, 
headlined this programme at this year’s Baptist Assembly and 
Jonny and I believe that it would be of help to us in our mission 
to be Good News where we are. 
 
The programme extends over five Sundays and is supported by 
midweek small groups. We started Frontline on Sunday 22nd 
September and after the launch Sunday there will be a gap for 
three weeks as we celebrate Harvest and Church Anniversary 
and we will pick up with the second session on 13th October. 
 
These are the topics for five sessions. 
 
1) All the difference in the world 
The church is a body of people gathering together and scatter-
ing out into the world. Despite being a minority, we can make 
all the difference in the world. 
 
2) Wherever we are 
We all have a frontline – a place where we do life or work, en-
countering people who don’t know Jesus. 
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 3) Whatever we do 
The ‘work of our hands’ matters to God. It’s part of our worship, how 
we serve others, and bear witness to God. 
 
4) Whoever we are 
We are first and foremost sons and daughters of God. Our life on 
the frontline flows from this identity. This is liberating. 
 
5) Together we grow 
When we gather together we build one another up, to have a contin-
ued impact on our frontlines. 
 
The midweek programme begins w/c 7th October and runs for 
5 weeks. There are meetings on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday evenings each week and Tuesday morning and af-
ternoon. 

 
All groups are open to everyone, so please find a time that 

suits you and come along! 
 

I hope that you will enjoy this programme and that it will help to 
equip you for those conversations that can arise when people ask, 
“… and what did you do at the weekend?” 
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Church Anniversary  
 6th October 2018 10:30am 

 
We are very pleased to be able to welcome Revd Dr Jo Kapolyo, an 
‘old’ friend of this church to be the preacher for this year’s Church 
Anniversary service. Jo is now retired, but he has visited us a num-
ber of times when he was Principal at All Nations Bible College and 
latterly at Edmonton Baptist Church. 
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Day Care Golden Jubilee 

 
4.00pm 13th October 2019 

 
50 years ago, during the ministry of Revd Dr Morris 
West, our Elderly Person’s Day Care began. I suspect 
that those who started this work would not have imag-
ined that it would still be running well into the 21st cen-
tury. Through these years, under the leadership of 
many faithful people, Day Care has been running at 
the Age Concern building in St Peter’s Street and this 
year we will be marking its anniversary with a special 
service on 13th October. 
 
All are welcome to join us for this special occasion as 
we celebrate this great piece of work in the life of our 
church. The service will be followed by a buffet tea. 
 

We will be using outside caterers for this, so it 
would be very helpful if you plan to come to sign 

up on the list in the Link. 
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A New  
Home 

All are welcome as we celebrate  
All that creation can and will be! 

Join us for some 
super crafts, family-friendly games,  

a story or two and a light lunch. 

Dagnall Street Baptist (AL3 5EE) 
Saturday 19th October 10:30am-12:30pm 

All Are Welcome 
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HOSPITAL AND CLINIC APPOINTMENTS 
 

              
Sometimes members of our fellowship need help with 
transport to get to hospital or clinic appointments. 
 
The St Albans Good Neighbour Scheme (SAGNS) is a 
voluntary organisation where volunteers offer various 
forms of help within the locality. 
 
With regard to transport needs the scheme tries to link re-
quests for lifts with one of their volunteer drivers who use 
their own cars.  They  suggest a ‘voluntary’ contribution of 
40-50p per mile towards fuel costs. 
 
Further information is on their website www.sagns.org. 
 
The phone number for SAGNS is 01727 830713. 
 
I also have some leaflets about SAGNS. 
 
Jill Potter 
01727 872206 
jillcpotter@hotmail.com 
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Deacons Election 

 
This is the time of the year when we remind ourselves of our ob-
ligations regarding the diaconate of our church, and of the need 
to consider how we will move forward into 2020.  Deacons are 
servants of Christ in this church who are called to share with the 
ministers in the spiritual Leadership, pastoral care, and admin-
istration and stewardship within the life and mission of the con-
gregation.  DSBC is registered under the Charities act 1993, so 
the deacons are also Charity Trustees, and as such are respon-
sible for the governance of the church.  Deacons/trustees, are 
normally elected for a term of three-years and the overall respon-
sibility for their appointment falls to the church members. 
 
Our current constitution allows up to 12 deacons who shall be 
baptised believers in membership with DSBC for at least 2 years.  
There are currently 11 of us of which two, Jan and Paula, come 
to the end of their respective 3 year terms at the end of this year.  
This means there are up to 3 vacancies.   
 
Baptist’s are a democratic bunch, which means it is the responsi-
bility of the church members to ensure that deacons are appoint-
ed to meet our obligations as a worshipping church.  The job 
specification of deacon is simply that we use the gifts given to us 
by God and undertake our duties responsibly within those capa-
bilities. 
 
As we approach the deacons’ election may I remind you of the 
process: 
 
“Nominations for deacons shall be in writing signed by 2 
church members and shall be forwarded to the church sec-
retary not later than 3 Sundays before the election.”   
 
The election takes place at the church meeting on 5th November, 
so nominations must be with me by Sunday 20th October.  An 
announcement will be made in church on the 2 Sundays preced-
ing the closing date for nominations, ie. 6th and 13th October. 
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“Voting is by secret ballot at the church meeting.  Each candi-
date needs support from at least 50% of the members voting in 
order to be elected.” 
  
Together, we need to give this matter our prayerful consideration 
and seek God’s will as to his call upon us.  If you feel called to take 
on this role, or to encourage others, I have nomination forms ready 
and waiting.   
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                  Mission News 
              Christian Aid Project 

 
“SUPPORTING CHILDREN AFFECTED BY HIV/AIDS IN KENYA” 

 
Copied below is a letter from Adrian Whalley our local CA repre-
sentative 
 
The Congregation of Dagnall Street Baptist Church  
1 Cross Street,  St Albans,  AL3 5EE  

       19th Sept. 2019 
Dear All, 
 
Re: Your Christian Aid Direct Kenya Project helping children and 
others affected by HIV  
 
Very many thanks to you all for your tremendous efforts to raise 
the almost £6,000 - £5,901.70 to be precise! - for the above pro-
ject.  Given that USAid match every £1. you have donated by 
giving £20 more to the project, this means that, effectively, your 
donation is uplifted to become £123921.70 (your £5,901.70 + 
£118,020).  I am amazed that over a relatively short period, you 
were able to combine soup lunches, 2 Quorum concerts, a 
lunchtime recital, a church gift day, a quiz night, car boot sales, 
your Christmas post box, a Sunday lunch and online sales as 
well as personal donations all together to raise such a fantastic 
amount.  The breadth of these fundraising ventures itself shows 
just how committed you have been to seek to meet the needs of 
those in need.  Thank you so very much.  
l'm sorry to tell you that John Kitui, my internal Christian Aid Ken-
yan colleague who came to explain the project to you last No-
vember, has, unfortunately, now left Christian Aid so is not able 
to thank you himself.  However, my colleagues in our Nairobi of-
fice have sent me a YouTube film clip about this project, the link 
to which I am sending to Chris and Simon.  I do hope that this 
can be shared with you.  This shows you the sort of work that 
this project is undertaking which I trust you will find to be of great  

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

16 

 

                  Mission News 
              Christian Aid Project 

 
“SUPPORTING CHILDREN AFFECTED BY HIV/AIDS IN KENYA” 

 
Copied below is a letter from Adrian Whalley our local CA repre-
sentative 
 
The Congregation of Dagnall Street Baptist Church  
1 Cross Street,  St Albans,  AL3 5EE  

       19th Sept. 2019 
Dear All, 
 
Re: Your Christian Aid Direct Kenya Project helping children and 
others affected by HIV  
 
Very many thanks to you all for your tremendous efforts to raise 
the almost £6,000 - £5,901.70 to be precise! - for the above pro-
ject.  Given that USAid match every £1. you have donated by 
giving £20 more to the project, this means that, effectively, your 
donation is uplifted to become £123921.70 (your £5,901.70 + 
£118,020).  I am amazed that over a relatively short period, you 
were able to combine soup lunches, 2 Quorum concerts, a 
lunchtime recital, a church gift day, a quiz night, car boot sales, 
your Christmas post box, a Sunday lunch and online sales as 
well as personal donations all together to raise such a fantastic 
amount.  The breadth of these fundraising ventures itself shows 
just how committed you have been to seek to meet the needs of 
those in need.  Thank you so very much.  
l'm sorry to tell you that John Kitui, my internal Christian Aid Ken-
yan colleague who came to explain the project to you last No-
vember, has, unfortunately, now left Christian Aid so is not able 
to thank you himself.  However, my colleagues in our Nairobi of-
fice have sent me a YouTube film clip about this project, the link 
to which I am sending to Chris and Simon.  I do hope that this 
can be shared with you.  This shows you the sort of work that 
this project is undertaking which I trust you will find to be of great  



17 

  October 2019 

 

 

encouragement and a further appreciation of all your efforts.  
Many thanks again for your help.  I look forward to working togeth-
er with you again when you are ready. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
  
Adrian 
  
Adrian Whalley  
Regional Coordinator - Hertfordshire  
  
 

Next Delivery to the Genesis Shop  
Sheffield 

 
It’s that time of year when the lower store room is groaning under the 
strain of plastic sacks of used clothing for the Genesis shop on the 
Manor Estate in Sheffield.  I will be making arrangements soon to 
travel up to Sheffield, so keep the contributions coming! 
 
The need for good quality clothing, footwear and soft furnishings is as 
great as it has ever been and it would be great to have another 
bumper crop of goods travelling up to Sheffield.  If you have unwant-
ed but serviceable clothes and want them to be re-used, put them in 
plastic bags, and leave them in the lower store room at the Cross 
Street Centre.  You can be assured that they will find a very worth-
while home! 
 
Chris Penn 
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Heritage Open Days 
 

A big thank you to everyone involved in the recent Heritage Open 
Days when the church was open for visitors along with other buildings 
of historic interest around the country.  This year we were open over 
the weekend, 14th – 15th September, and our visitor numbers were 76 
compared to last years total across 4 days of 80, it was good to have 
the opportunity to be able to welcome visitors.   
 
Being able to share our built heritage is a privilege, but I also know 
our visitors appreciated the archive display and the flowers as well.  A 
number of people also remarked how well maintained the premises 
were and so to everyone involved a big thank-you.  If you have any 
comments regarding this year's event please pass them on.   
 
Chris Penn 

Latest Prayer Letter from our BMS Partner  
Judy Cook 

 
Love for our mothers 
 
August 12th is Mother's Day in Thailand and greatly celebrated 
across the country.  It truly is a time for families to get together and 
children (whatever their age-adult children too) carry out special ac-
tions and loving acts to demonstrate their deep felt love, gratitude 
and respect for their own mothers or women who act as mothers in 
their lives.  This can be a time of joy for some, and for others, whose 
experience of motherhood themselves or their own relationship with  
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their mothers has been challenging, or those without mothers in 
their lives this can also be a time of sadness.  We at Hope Home, 
who care for children who are orphaned or relinquished by their 
mothers appreciate the many who help us celebrate motherhood 
and mothers in special ways.   
 
For the last 3 years now a local restaurant company has invited 
homes caring for children to join them for a mothers day special 
meal - and Hope Home children and staff have enjoyed and rel-
ished these times.  A local family in the community take us there, 
and they and their children feed and care for our children so that 
the Thai staff of Hope Home, the children's mothers, can enjoy the 
meal and experience a stress free time.  When we are all full after 
this meal, we then head off to a local shopping mall with a chil-
dren's play area- and again the local family and mission workers 
keep an eye on the children and the Thai staff head off for 2 hours 
free time shopping and whatever.  In this very loving, fun and prac-
tical way the Thai staff, who care for these children as much as if 
they were their own children, receive the honour, respect and 
thanks for their loving acts and care for our gorgeous children.  
The local family is also a strong Christian family and their witness 
of sacrificial love and care, clearly spoken and demonstrated love 
of God speaks so firmly and clearly into the lives of our non chris-
tian staff.  I thank God for placing loving people into our Hope 
Home family.   
 
At all the schools too Mothers Day is also celebrated and all the 
children come home from school singing the special songs.  This 
is a lovely experience for us all.  One of the Thai songs celebrating 
the birthday of the mother of the Thai King, is about children who 
do not have mothers because they are orphaned and how other 
mothers can take care of them as if they were their own.  It is very 
poignant for our own children and their situations.  The end line in 
the chorus of this song translates "and I will be a good child" - we 
often remind the children of this last line as they proudly and loudly 
sing this one.  For me this special time in the Thai calendar is a 
time to celebrate and thank God for the opportunity He has given 
to me to share His love through motherhood with each child He   
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 has placed in my care, albeit temporarily for some.  Foster care of 
children comes with the cost of loving each child enough and more 
so that they can be prepared to move onto forever families- strong 
and secure in relationships and in knowing that they are loved and 
cherished. Back in April we saw Bow, a 6 year old girl, leave us to 
join her forever family. By the time this letter reaches you, a 4 year 
old boy will also have left to join his family - sad times for us, but 
happy because we know this is the best future and life for these 
children.    
 
Equally at CCT AIDS Ministry (CAM) the CAM staff have this day 
as a free day so that they can be together as families and it is such 
a delight to see their photographs of special family times together.  
We do carry out mothers day activities for our young people too, but 
at a later date, so that the family times can be cherished fully.  For 
one staff member at CAM, Gung Lek, it was a sad time this year, 
though still happy memories to cherish.  In the last 3 months both 
her own mother and also her much loved mother-in-law died and 
this year was a painful reminder of her losses.  She comes and 
shares prayer and worship time at Hope Home once a month, and 
this time she was able to encourage our Thai staff to be strong and 
courageous in spite of the challenges we face in life and to hold firm 
to trusting in God and His love and care for us whatever the circum-
stances.  For some of the Hope Home staff this was also very rele-
vant since some are raised as orphans themselves and others have 
recently lost a parent too.  The hope and confidence that a strong 
Christian lady like Gung Lek brings them is a strong witness in their 
lives.  I pray that each staff member will be courageous enough to 
take the next steps and invite God into their lives for themselves.   
 
I continue to pray for the grace and wisdom from God to care for 
the children and for the staff that He has graciously placed in our 
care at Hope Home.  Each person is such a blessing and my prayer 
and desire is to know that each person, in whatever capacity they 
are cognitively able to, will truly know and experience the love of 
God in their lives.  We see faith grow in our children - in the ques-
tions they ask and in their responses to Bible stories and worship 
songs.  Our one young boy, who is about to head to a new family,  
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care at Hope Home.  Each person is such a blessing and my prayer 
and desire is to know that each person, in whatever capacity they 
are cognitively able to, will truly know and experience the love of 
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21 

  October 2019 

 

 

also a strong Christian family, is of the age where he has a million 
( no exaggeration) questions , and the other night just as he was 
eventually dropping off to sleep he looked me in the eye and said " 
why does God know everything?" and "will he always love me?"  It 
warms my heart when we can see God at work in their young lives 
and I encourage you to seek the ways God is speaking into and 
through children. None is too old or too young to experience God's 
love in their lives.   
  
Pray for each child and staff member at Hope Home to know God 
personally and to find their comfort and strength in Him. 
 
• Pray for Gung Lek, and others like her, who have had bereave-

ment in the last few months-pray for strength and comfort.   
• Pray for mothers who valiantly struggle to raise children with 

special needs, often with minimal support from extended family 
or local community.  

• Thank you for your ongoing support and prayer for the ministries 
here in Thailand through BMS, especially for Hope Home and 
for CAM.   

• Thank you for your encouragement and for the many ways you 
share God's love through your support of BMS and its wider 
ministry across the world.   

• Finally, thank you to my own mother whose example of love and 
endurance has been an encouragement to me and so many 
others, and to all mothers reading this now- be blessed and en-
couraged to continue loving and caring with the mother-love 
God places inside each person. 

  
Judy Cook 
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 Daily Bible Reading Notes 
 
 God doesn’t speak to us in exactly the 
same manner that He spoke to the Old 
Testament prophets, but the process of 
receiving His message hasn’t changed. It 
begins with being alone in His presence 
and involves listening as He speaks 

through His Word, but … it doesn’t end there. 
Prophets had the responsibility of telling the people what the 
Lord revealed to them. Similarly, we are to share with others 
what we have learned from God’s Word. Devotional time with 
the Lord is not just about our own interests and needs. The Fa-
ther reveals His treasures to us so that we can share them with 
others. 
Begin each day alone with God in His Word and in prayer, lis-
tening as He speaks to your heart. Believe what He says in 
Scripture, apply it to your life, and then share with someone 
else what He has revealed. Be bold and remember that the au-
thority of your message comes from Him. 
 
“Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the 
glory and the majesty and the splendour, for everything in 
heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom; 
you are exalted as head over all”.  1 Chronicles 29:11 
 
I was pleased to be able to pass on copies of the Young Per-
son’s version of the Our Daily Bread reading notes to Diane’s 
Sunday Morning Group recently. 
If any one missed out on that, Diane has a couple of spare cop-
ies for you, and …. I have put copies of another style of notes, 
“WORD for you” on the table in the Link. Please help your-
selves. 
 
Anyone who would like help in finding Daily Bible Reading 
Notes for their own use - please feel free to talk to me. 
 
Ewen Gilhespy              01707 267 682 
                                    ewen.gilhespy8@gmail.com 

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

22 

 

 Daily Bible Reading Notes 
 
 God doesn’t speak to us in exactly the 
same manner that He spoke to the Old 
Testament prophets, but the process of 
receiving His message hasn’t changed. It 
begins with being alone in His presence 
and involves listening as He speaks 

through His Word, but … it doesn’t end there. 
Prophets had the responsibility of telling the people what the 
Lord revealed to them. Similarly, we are to share with others 
what we have learned from God’s Word. Devotional time with 
the Lord is not just about our own interests and needs. The Fa-
ther reveals His treasures to us so that we can share them with 
others. 
Begin each day alone with God in His Word and in prayer, lis-
tening as He speaks to your heart. Believe what He says in 
Scripture, apply it to your life, and then share with someone 
else what He has revealed. Be bold and remember that the au-
thority of your message comes from Him. 
 
“Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the 
glory and the majesty and the splendour, for everything in 
heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom; 
you are exalted as head over all”.  1 Chronicles 29:11 
 
I was pleased to be able to pass on copies of the Young Per-
son’s version of the Our Daily Bread reading notes to Diane’s 
Sunday Morning Group recently. 
If any one missed out on that, Diane has a couple of spare cop-
ies for you, and …. I have put copies of another style of notes, 
“WORD for you” on the table in the Link. Please help your-
selves. 
 
Anyone who would like help in finding Daily Bible Reading 
Notes for their own use - please feel free to talk to me. 
 
Ewen Gilhespy              01707 267 682 
                                    ewen.gilhespy8@gmail.com 



23 

  October 2019 

 

 

Jonny’s (Unspoken) Reflection for the  
Cross Street 30th Celebration 

 
One of the lines that I often use at a funeral, I know a 
cheery way to start a birthday reflection, is a lyric by the 
David Crowder Band which goes, 
 
“As we, the community, have gathered here,  
I would like to pose a question;   
How do you sum up a life in a few words?   
How do you measure the weight of a soul in a matter of 
moments?  
You do not. You can not.  
But you can pray for rest. And you can pray for light.  
And you can remember, you can always remember.” 
 
I’ve thought about the lyric a number of times over the last 
number of weeks whilst I have thought about this morning. 
How do I sum up the impact of the Cross Street Centre on 
DSBC, it’s volunteers, it’s staff, it’s customers? How do I 
sum up this place and ministry that is almost as old as I 
am? That just in the last few weeks alone people have de-
scribed to me as ‘home’, ‘peace’, ‘calm’, ‘it saved him.’ A 
place and ministry that has shaped and formed this church, 
it’s work and place within the community.  
 
How do you sum up a life in a few words? How do you 
measure the weight of a soul space in a matter of mo-
ments?  
You do not. You can not. 
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 Now, of course the metaphor does not hold because this 
is Cross Street’s birthday with hopefully many more 
years before it’s ‘funeral.’ But that does not make the 
task any easier.  
How do you honour the past whilst looking to the future? 
How do you celebrate all that has happened whilst dis-
cerning what is next? 
I don’t know but we can remember. We can remember 
and give thanks. And we can pray for light. 
  
And so, not knowing what to say I turn to the Gospel of 
John… The Gospel of John Peters that is, and some  of 
his words written just after Cross Street got up and run-
ning.  (see illustration on opposite page) 

I’ll add one more B to John’s Bridge, Base and Begin-
ning. The thing that I am most thankful for about Cross 
Street and the thing that I hope takes it forward, in the 
spirit of John’s words, is the Ministry of Being With.  
 
We all know there are myriad problems in this world, 
Cross Street doesn’t seek to solve them. Cross Street 
isn’t the answer to a problem. Rather Cross Street with 
its big open windows is a promise to Be With St Albans. 
To be present to its people. To be attentive to its need. 
To not treat every person and issue we come across as 
a problem to be solved but rather a mystery to be lived 
with. A place to be with one another in delight and joy 
and loneliness and heartache.  A place to be with one 
another as we participate in God’s Mission. A place to 
partner with one another, to support each other so that 
we don’t flinch from the ministry and mission that God 
has given to simply be with one another, weird and anx 
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 ious, beautiful and talented, exhausted and joyful, young 
and old, lost and found, broken and hurt, whatever we are. 
To be with one another in the highs and the lows and a 
promise to not look away, to not give up, but to be with 
one another. 
  
That is the God we find in Jesus Christ. That is the God 
we find hanging from the Cross. A God who is with us. 
This is the glory of God. May this just be the beginning of 
the bridge and base that the Cross Street Café has been 
as we seek to be with each other and with this city we live 
in.  May we do it for many more years to come.  
 
Jonny Fillis 
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Visit to Lokichar Kenya 
The start of the school named after me! 

It grew and now has over 200 children 

I just had to help them to build something better 
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So on October 17th with my Grandson Malachi we 

go to its grand opening and the graduation of 
some children to class one.  

 
Pray for our safe journeys and that we are an en-

couragement to the community.  
 

Noreen 
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                  Praying for DSBC 
 

On Saturday 7th September we spent 12 hours praying for the differ-
ent areas of our church life. Over the next couple of months we will 
be including some of those prayer points in the magazine to help us 
as we continue to pray for what God is doing in our midst.   
 
Property Prayer Points 
 
• We are fortunate to have a well-kept beautiful Church Sanctu-

ary. Pray that people will find it accessible, welcoming and 
awe-inspiring. May people find the God of Jacob within these 
walls. 

 
• We also have three homes and the Cross Street Centre. Give 

thanks to God for these wonderful resources and for the minis-
try and mission they enable. Give thanks for those, both past 
and present, whose vision and sacrificial giving have and con-
tinue to bless us. 

 
• With so many buildings it does require significant mainte-

nance. Give thanks for Ray and his property team (Mike, Da-
vid, Chris, Julia, Frank and John) and volunteers like Richard 
Humber and John Carpenter whose commitment and skill is 
invaluable. Give thanks for all outside contractors who work on 
our buildings and pray for opportunities to build relationships 
with them. 

 
• Pray for David Hobbs and family in all that he does to maintain 

the building and to keep it all running smoothly. 
 
• Pray that we will be spared any unexpected large projects and 

for wisdom for the team and the deacons to know what to re-
place and when. 

 
• Pray for how we can make our buildings as Eco-Friendly as 

possible benefitting not just us but our planet as well.  

 

Jonny 29 
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

16th—Michael Rowley 
30th  Rosemary Ware 

 
Dear Lord 

May your word empower our thoughts and 
words; the love of Jesus inhabit our hearts; and 
the breath of the Holy Spirit inspire our lives to-

day and every day. 
 

Amen 
 

Wishing everybody with an October birthday, to 
enjoy their special day. 

 
Linda Williams 
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PASTORAL PRAYERS 
 

Please remember the following from our church fami-
ly and outreach would value our prayers: 
 

Julia and Mike Plant, Dennis and Marie Rowson,  
Malinda Harris and Colin Cartwright’s wife, Chris, who 

is having an operation for cancer in October. 
 

Some of our friends have ongoing problems with 
health, employment and families..we may not know 
the circumstances or names, but we can be aware 

and pray. 
 

Some of us may remember Chris Penn’s friend, Jo-
seph Musonda, who share a time with us back in 

1974, when he trained for Boys Brigade Work back 
home in Zambia.  He also visited again in 2014 and 
considered Dagnall Street as his UK home church.  

Sadly he died on the 9th September and we remem-
ber his wife Elizabeth and their family in Chingola. 

 
Dear Lord, help us to be truly the people of your 
living church, helping where we can, cheering 

and encouraging all and remembering to pray as 
one body for each other and ourselves.  Thank 

you for the Friend we have in Jesus and the  
privilege to carry everything to You in prayer. 

 
Leslie and Marjorie Jones 
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PASTORAL TEAM 
  
The Ministers, Simon and Jonny, and members of the 
Pastoral Team are always happy to make appoint-
ments to visit, talk or pray with you. This can take 
place in your home, at Cross Street or at our homes at 
your convenience and at mutually convenient times. 
  
Marjorie and Leslie Jones (01727 841845)), Jill Potter 
(07779 797928), Liz Blight (07884 431051), Alison 
Ashmore (01727 867335) and Sue Owen (01727 
867784) are also active members of the Pastoral 
Team. 
  
Simon, Jonny and the team hope you will notify them 
of anybody who you think may be ill, lonely or who 
needs help. 
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 Top 1 
      CHURCH & CENTRE ROOM BOOKINGS 
  
To contact Danny Smith regarding Church and Centre 
room booking enquiries: 

  
Tel:  01727 844348  
email: bookings@dsbc.org.uk 

Monday Table Tennis/ Games            
                  Club       
 
We meet every Monday from 10.30am to 

1pm in the Main Hall for table tennis, pool, carpet bowls 
and other indoor games.  Refreshments are available 
in the Cross Street Café.  Everyone is welcome. 
  
Trevor Oakley 
  
  

DAYCARE 
  
Daycare meets every Tuesday during school term time, at 
the Age Concern Centre, St  Peters Street.  If you know 
of anyone who would like to come along for lunch and 
companionship please contact:  Noreen Gilhespy on 
email noreen gilhespy@gmail.com or phone: 07947 
029556.  
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              WHO LET THE DAD’S OUT!! 
  
The next meeting will take place on Satur-
day, 12th October in the Lower Hall from 

10am to 12pm 
 

Everyone welcome, Dads, Uncles, Grand-
dads 

 

                  KNITTING GROUP 
  
The knitting group will meet on Tuesday, 15th  
October in Cross Street from 11am—12.30pm 

and welcomes anyone who would like to join with us.  
Some bring their own knitting or crochet projects whilst 
other knit and crochet for the charity ‘Knit for Peace’. 
  
Judy Pendal 
  

                                  SCRABBLE CLUB 
  
Scrabble Club will be held on Tuesday 8th and 22nd Octo-
ber at 2.30pm in the Cross Street Centre. 
  
John and Vera Mills 

37 

  October 2019 

 

 

              WHO LET THE DAD’S OUT!! 
  
The next meeting will take place on Satur-
day, 12th October in the Lower Hall from 

10am to 12pm 
 

Everyone welcome, Dads, Uncles, Grand-
dads 

 

                  KNITTING GROUP 
  
The knitting group will meet on Tuesday, 15th  
October in Cross Street from 11am—12.30pm 

and welcomes anyone who would like to join with us.  
Some bring their own knitting or crochet projects whilst 
other knit and crochet for the charity ‘Knit for Peace’. 
  
Judy Pendal 
  

                                  SCRABBLE CLUB 
  
Scrabble Club will be held on Tuesday 8th and 22nd Octo-
ber at 2.30pm in the Cross Street Centre. 
  
John and Vera Mills 



Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

38 

 

 
Answers to the puzzle in the July/August magazine 

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

38 

 

 
Answers to the puzzle in the July/August magazine 



39 

  October 2019 

 

 

39 

  October 2019 

 

 



Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

40 

 

 

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

40 

 

 



41 

  October 2019 

 

 

41 

  October 2019 

 

 

41 

  October 2019 

 

 

41 

  October 2019 

 

 



Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

42 

 

 
COPY DATE FOR THE NOVEMBER 

MAGAZINE 
THURSDAY, 17th OCTOBER 

  
Summer is nearly over, although we are still having intermittent 
nice days. In the next few weeks we will be thinking about put-
ting our hearting on permanently for winter!  There’s also the 
garden to sort out for next year.  Pots to empty and winter pan-
sies and bulbs to plant.   
 
This month we have celebrated the 30th anniversary of the 
Cross Street Café, which I have been involved in as I help out.  
It has been a really good month and a lot of new faces have 
come through the door who have been impressed by our deli-
cious food and of course—the cakes!!  Good reviews have also 
been had for our new coffee machine.  My favourite is the mo-
cha—cross between coffee and chocolate.  Not too impressed 
by the cleaning of the machine (it takes ages!!), but I am sure I 
will get used to it.  I also realised when I watched Catriona 
clean it last Friday that I had left a step out when I did it the 
Saturday before! - oops!  I won’t forget that step next time. 
 
This month we have the 50th anniversary of Daycare.  It will be 
nice to meet with the people that were involved before I began 
because they have only been names.  It will also be nice to see 
Jessie.  Looking forward to it.   
 
Glynis 
glynis.griffiths1@gmail.com 
01462 733665 
07709 618571 
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Wednesday 30 Frontline Study Groups 
   8.00pm Rm 5 CSC 
Tuesday     5  Nov Church Meeting & Deacon’s Election 
   7.45pm Room 3 Cross Street Centre 
  
  
Regular Events 
  
Mondays: Table tennis & Games Club 10.30am – 1.30pm Lower Hall 
Tuesdays: (term time) Daycare 10am – 2pm Age Concern St Peters Street 
Wednesdays: (term time) Toddlers 09.45am – 11.15am Lower Hall 
  
  
Sunday Services 
  
10.30am with groups for children every Sunday. 
4.00pm Church in the Café 1st Sunday each month. 
6.30pm remaining Sundays, unless otherwise advertised. 
Sunday Communion usually first morning and third evening each month. 
  

October 
 

Across the and a faint blue veil of mist 
Seems hung; the woods wear yet arrayment sober 
Till frost shall make them flame; silent and whist 
The drooping cherry orchards of October 
Like mournful pennons hang their shrivelling leaves 
Russet and orange: all things now decay; 
Long since ye garnered in your autumn sheaves, 
And sad the robins pipe at set of day. 
 
Now do ye dream of Spring when greening shaws 
Confer with the shrewd breezes, and of slopes 
Flower-kirtled, and of April, virgin guest; 
Days that ye love, despite their windy flaws, 
Since they are woven with all joys and hopes 
Whereof ye nevermore shall be possessed. 
 
Siegfried Sassoon 
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What, When and Where October 2019 
 
Wednesday   2 Free Church Service in the Abbey 
   11.00am – The Revd. Graham Clarke, Minister of  
   Marshalswick Baptist Free Church 
Saturday   5 Prayer Hour 
   10.00am Cross Street Room 5 
Sunday   6 Church Anniversary   
   10.30am Rev’d Dr Jo Kapolyo, Former Principal All Nations 
   Bible College & Minister Edmonton BC 
Monday   7 Frontline Study Groups 
   8.00pm R5 CSC 
Tuesday   8 Frontline Study Groups 
   10.30am Rm 5 CSC;  2.30pm TBA;  8pm Rm 5 CSC 
Tuesday   8 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Wednesday   9 Frontline Study Groups 
   8.00pm Rm 5 CSC 
Saturday     12 Who Let the Dads Out? 
   10.00am – 12.00pm Lower Hall 
Sunday 13 Day Care Golden Jubilee Service & Tea 
   4.00pm Cross Street Centre 
Monday 14 Frontline Study Groups 
   8.00pm R5 CSC 
Tuesday 15 Frontline Study Groups 
   10.30am Rm 5 CSC,  2.30pm TBA;  8pm Rm 5 CSC 
Tuesday 15 Knitting Group 
   11.00am – 12.30pm Cross Street Centre  
Wednesday 16 Frontline Study Groups 
   8.00pm Rm 5 CSC 
Thursday 17 Deacons’ Meeting 
   7.45pm Room 5 Cross Street Centre 
Saturday 19 Messy Church 
   10.30am – 12.30pm Lower Hall 
Monday 21 Frontline Study Groups 
   8.00pm R5 CSC 
Tuesday 22 Frontline Study Groups 
   10.30am Rm 5 CSC,  2.30pm TBA;  8pm Rm 5 CSC 
Tuesday 22 Scrabble Club 
                               2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Wednesday 23 Frontline Study Groups 
   8.00pm Rm 5 CSC 
Monday 28 Frontline Study Groups 
   8.00pm R5 CSC 
Tuesday 29 Frontline Study Groups 
   10.30am Rm 5 CSC,  2.30pm TBA;  8pm Rm 5 CSC 
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