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 Minister: Rev Simon J Carver, MA, BSc, - simoncarver@btinternet.com 
Associate Minister: Rev. Jonny Fillis  jonnyf87@aol.com 
  

Church Secretary: Chris Penn 
  

Finance Deacon: Trevor Oakley 
  

Property: Ray Saunders  
  

Site Manager and Caretaker: David Hobbs  

Cross Street: 01727 846891  
 
Bookings: booking@dsbc.org.uk/01727 568162 
 
  

Charity Registration Number: 1127791 

Notes for all sermons are available online at  www.dsbc.org.uk or 
from the minister in person 

NOVEMBER SERVICES 

  10.30am 6.30pm 

November 3rd 
Life on the Frontline V: 

Together we grow 
Communion 

 

Testimony 
Church in the Cafe 

November 10th Remembrance Sunday All Souls Service 

November 17th Creation's Song 
Psalm 98 

The time will come 
Luke 21:5-19 
Communion 

November 24th 
Remember 
Joshua 3-4  

Church4Everyone 
 

Christ the King! 
Luke 23:33-43 
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  November 2019 

 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

It was the best of times, it was the worst 
of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was 
the age of foolishness, it was the epoch 
of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it 
was the season of Light, it was the sea-
son of Darkness, it was the spring of 
hope, it was the winter of despair, we had 
everything before us, we had nothing be-
fore us, we were all going direct to Heav-
en, we were all going direct the other way – in 
short, the period was so far like the present period, 
that some of its noisiest authorities insisted on its 
being received, for good or for evil, in the superla-
tive degree of comparison only. 

 
At this point I must confess to my own ignorance. I like to think 
that I have a mental bank of famous first lines from novels. “It is 
a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in posses-
sion of a good fortune, must be in want of a wife.” and let’s not 
forget, “Last night I dreamt I went to Manderley again.” I knew 
that A Tale of Two Cities begins with “It was the best of times, it 
was the worst of times”, but I didn’t know how it continued … un-
til I saw it on an advert for BT.  
 
At the end of this month we will be entering the season of the 
Christian Church we call Advent. When I heard the young girl 
speaking Dickens’ lines, my thoughts went to Advent and the 
readings that will hear. The ‘best of time and the worst of times’ 
seems to cover quite a lot of what we hear at Advent. Before we 
get to the good news of a baby born to save us, we must listen 
to a series of portents of doom. 
 
The ‘spring of hope’ only comes after we have had to face ‘the 
winter of despair’. Yet, just as Dickens wrote, “the period was so 
far like the present period”, so we find that when we read the 
scriptures we can see that it is not as strange as we might think.  
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Mark Twain is said to have written, “History doesn't repeat itself 
but it often rhymes” and there is a sense that while we are not 
living through the same times as those through which the early 
Christians lived, the Advent warnings and hopes still resonate 
with us. 
 
“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on 
those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.” 
That was Isaiah, not Dickens, and it is the message of hope that 
we have at Advent. 
 
Best wishes 
 
 
 
  

Cheryl Snowdowne 
 

For those who remember Cheryl Snowdowne and 
would like news of her, please see me for a copy 
of a recent letter 
 
Lesley Humber 
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The West Boys 
 
It was 1971 when Morris West ended his ministry at Dagnall 
Street and 48 years later Morris and Freda’s sons, Nick, Julia 
and Chris visited St Albans to revisit some of their childhood 
memories. Having looked around the church and seen the Cross 
Street Centre for the first time, they came to the manse. Having 
admired the fact that we now have central heating (!) they came 
into the garden and pointed out where the air raid shelter coal 
bunker and the now removed three apple trees. It was good to 
meet them and help them reminisce. 
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Pastor’s News 
 

A brief update on a number of items that 
might be of interest to the congregation 
and the wider readership of the maga-
zine. 
 
Midweek Midday Prayers 
We have begun a 5 minute led prayer 
time in the Prayer Corner in the Link. This 

will be at 12.00pm every Wednesday and all are welcome. 
 
Premier Radio – 7th November 
I will be talking about some of the latest cinema releases on 
Premier Christian Radio in the Breakfast Show. You can also 
subscribe to the St Albans Film Guide Podcast where Danny 
and I talk about what’s on at the cinema and the pick of the 
films on television. 
 
All Souls Service – 10th November 6.30pm 
On Remembrance Sunday this year we will be 
having our usual 2 minutes silence at 11.00am in 
our morning service. In our 6.30pm evening ser-
vice we shall be remembering those friends and 
family we have lost, especially in the last twelve 
months, 
 
Manipur Coffee Morning – 1st December 

We will be featuring our support for the Emmanuel 
School in Haipi village, Manipur, India in our first 
morning service in December. After the service 
there will be an opportunity to support the Manipur 
Trust by buying various craft items – just in time 
for Christmas! 
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We will be showing this popular Christmas family 
film at 3.00pm on Sunday 1st December. 

There will be no evening service on this Sunday. 

This year’s Christmas film is … 
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Winter Beds Project  
2019/20 

 
 
The Winter Beds Project will be running from 2nd De-
cember to the end of February. It is intended as provi-
sion of extra beds for rough sleepers during the coldest 
months of the year. Five beds will be provided each 
night at Trinity URC in Beaconsfield Road and six vol-
unteers are needed each night – two to set up, two 
overnight and two to clear away in the morning.  
 
This winter, the city council are making more money 
available to help rough sleepers and one effect is that 
we are likely to be called upon more often. 
 
If you would like more information there are two train-
ing evenings at Trinity, both at 7.30pm on 12th and 
13th November. Attendance does not commit you to 
volunteering. Or please speak to me or Eddie and Na-
omi. 
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We remember the following from our church family that would val-
ue our prayers at this time: 

Linda Williams, Julia Plant, Mary Bull,  
 Denis and Marie Rowson 

 
We remember the families of Joan Goodall and Joyce Bishop as 
they grieve and adjust to life without a beloved family member.  
 
Let us also give thanks for all the good things in our lives and take 
time every day to pray for those that are unwell or coping with the 
loss of loved ones.  
 
In the run up to the busy time of Christmas, may we each find 
time to rest and be close to God.  
 

‘Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.’  
1 Peter 5 v 7 

 
There’s a garden where Jesus is waiting, 

And I go with my burden and care. 
Just to learn from His lips, words of comfort, 

In the beautiful garden of prayer. 
 

There’s a garden where Jesus is waiting, 
And He bids you to come meet Him there, 
Just to bow and receive a new blessing, 

In the beautiful garden of prayer. 
 

       Eleanor A Schroll 1920 

PASTORAL PRAYERS 

Liz Blight 
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 PASTORAL TEAM 
  
The Ministers, Simon and Jonny, and members of the 
Pastoral Team are always happy to make appointments 
to visit, talk or pray with you. This can take place in your 
home, at Cross Street or at our homes at your conven-
ience and at mutually convenient times. 
  
Marjorie and Leslie Jones (01727 841845)), Jill Potter 
(07779 797928), Liz Blight (07884 431051), Alison Ash-
more (01727 867335) and Sue Owen (01727 867784) 
are also active members of the Pastoral Team. 
  
Simon, Jonny and the team hope you will notify them of 
anybody who you think may be ill, lonely or who needs 
help. 
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NOVEMBER  
BIRTHDAYS 

 
 

7th—Krisztina Shreiner 
16th—Trevor Oakley 
19th—John Macey 

 
 
 
 

 
Only one life, 

so soon it will pass, 
only one chance to do His will, 
so give to Jesus all your days, 

it’s the only life that pays, 
when you recall you have but one life. 

 
This was sent to me by Glynne Brand from Malta.  It 
was used in her recent Bible study there. 
 
Happy Birthday! 
 
Linda Williams 
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HOSPITAL AND CLINIC APPOINTMENTS 
 

              
Sometimes members of our fellowship need help with 
transport to get to hospital or clinic appointments. 
 
The St Albans Good Neighbour Scheme (SAGNS) is a 
voluntary organisation where volunteers offer various 
forms of help within the locality. 
 
With regard to transport needs the scheme tries to link re-
quests for lifts with one of their volunteer drivers who use 
their own cars.  They  suggest a ‘voluntary’ contribution of 
40-50p per mile towards fuel costs. 
 
Further information is on their website www.sagns.org. 
 
The phone number for SAGNS is 01727 830713. 
 
I also have some leaflets about SAGNS. 
 
Jill Potter 
01727 872206 
jillcpotter@hotmail.com 
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A Night to Remember 
 
As Simon and I began planning for our upcoming Memorial Service I 
was reminded of the article I produced for last year’s Church Maga-
zine, that arose out of a facebook conversation with a friend. Feeling 
unable to write something that better captures my hopes for our me-
morial service I offer you the same article once more.   
  
I recently had a discussion with a friend on facebook touching on the 
historic tradition of All Soul’s Day and the importance of facing the re-
ality of death, remembering those who have departed this life and the 
families they left behind. It was at this point that a lady from Poland 
explained the tradition in her country. These are her words, 

“In Poland the entire country goes out to the cemeteries in the week 
leading up to 1 November and cleans up and washes and adorns the 
graves of family and friends and those neglected and forgotten.   

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

14 

 

 

A Night to Remember 
 
As Simon and I began planning for our upcoming Memorial Service I 
was reminded of the article I produced for last year’s Church Maga-
zine, that arose out of a facebook conversation with a friend. Feeling 
unable to write something that better captures my hopes for our me-
morial service I offer you the same article once more.   
  
I recently had a discussion with a friend on facebook touching on the 
historic tradition of All Soul’s Day and the importance of facing the re-
ality of death, remembering those who have departed this life and the 
families they left behind. It was at this point that a lady from Poland 
explained the tradition in her country. These are her words, 

“In Poland the entire country goes out to the cemeteries in the week 
leading up to 1 November and cleans up and washes and adorns the 
graves of family and friends and those neglected and forgotten.   

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

14 

 

 

A Night to Remember 
 
As Simon and I began planning for our upcoming Memorial Service I 
was reminded of the article I produced for last year’s Church Maga-
zine, that arose out of a facebook conversation with a friend. Feeling 
unable to write something that better captures my hopes for our me-
morial service I offer you the same article once more.   
  
I recently had a discussion with a friend on facebook touching on the 
historic tradition of All Soul’s Day and the importance of facing the re-
ality of death, remembering those who have departed this life and the 
families they left behind. It was at this point that a lady from Poland 
explained the tradition in her country. These are her words, 

“In Poland the entire country goes out to the cemeteries in the week 
leading up to 1 November and cleans up and washes and adorns the 
graves of family and friends and those neglected and forgotten.   

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

14 

 

 

A Night to Remember 
 
As Simon and I began planning for our upcoming Memorial Service I 
was reminded of the article I produced for last year’s Church Maga-
zine, that arose out of a facebook conversation with a friend. Feeling 
unable to write something that better captures my hopes for our me-
morial service I offer you the same article once more.   
  
I recently had a discussion with a friend on facebook touching on the 
historic tradition of All Soul’s Day and the importance of facing the re-
ality of death, remembering those who have departed this life and the 
families they left behind. It was at this point that a lady from Poland 
explained the tradition in her country. These are her words, 

“In Poland the entire country goes out to the cemeteries in the week 
leading up to 1 November and cleans up and washes and adorns the 
graves of family and friends and those neglected and forgotten.   



15 

  November 2019 

 

 

1 Nov is a public holiday and the roads are packed with people go-
ing to visit their graves. Once there, they say prayers and light 
glass cemetery candle-lamps, which can be purchased everywhere 
very inexpensively. All priests lead services commemorating the 
dead and they go to the cemeteries to lead prayers for the dead 
there and bless the graves. As the autumn light fades, the cemeter-
ies are aglow from the thousands of candle lamps burning there - 
so beautiful against the trees that are often a feature of Polish cem-
eteries. Having visited and prayed for and with their dead and all 
the others they can think of, people typically go home and get to-
gether for family or friends’ suppers. It’s a holiday. It’s seasonal. It’s 
the real beginning of the dark time in nature. And it’s so profoundly 
Christian. A beautiful custom and the night and day before are tak-
en with preparing the graves and churches for the big event.” 
 
Protestants, who don’t believe in purgatory, have often been suspi-
cious of anything that could be construed as praying for the dead 
and I share that concern. And Baptists, with their emphasis on 
priesthood of all believers and suspicion regarding ‘ritual’, have of-
ten ignored Saint’s Days and much of the general church calendar. 
I celebrate my tradition and wouldn’t be anywhere else, but I could-
n’t help but find this woman’s post incredibly powerful and moving. 
There is much to celebrate in our tradition but perhaps we have al-
so missed out on some goodness along the way.  
 
I think one of those things that we might have lost is a healthy en-
gagement with loss and grief in the context of our worship. After a 
funeral service there is little in the Baptist arsenal to help us com-
munally face the reality of death, and to acknowledge our grief that 
always carries on in the days, months and even years after our fu-
neral ends. And it seems entirely fitting to give some thought to 
these issues as the night creeps in and dark becomes an increas-
ing part of our day to day reality. 

And so, I am delighted to invite all of you to DSBCs service of Me-
morial on Sunday 10th November at 6:30pm. The service will be 
quiet and reflective and will provide a safe space to remember  
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 those who have left us and to pray that they are resting in God’s 
presence. During the service a list of those who have died within 
our congregation over the last year will be read aloud as a com-
munal act of remembrance. I will be very happy to add any indi-
vidual to the list, whether they have died in the last year or some-
time ago and whether or not they were a regular attender at 
Dagnall Street or not. If you would like them added to the list 
please just speak to me (Rev’d Jonny Fillis) or my colleague 
(Rev’d Simon Carver) or drop me an email at jonnyf87@aol.com.  
 

We hope you will be able to join us for what is sure to be a beauti-
ful night in God’s presence.   

 

Jonny Fillis 
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50th ANNIVERSARY OF  
DSBC DAYCARE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On the 13th October we held a service to celebrate 
50years since the inception of the DSBC Daycare. 
 
Several invited guests spoke during the service includ-
ing the Rev. Michael Bray.  He was the student minis-
ter to Dr. Morris West who encouraged Michael to start 
and organise Daycare with a team of willing voluntary 
helpers. 
 
Michael read some excerpts from a speech written by 
Dr. West for the 30th anniversary.  The excerpts were 
very interesting. 
 
Around 60 people attended the Church service and the 
tea afterwards.  These included past helpers, leaders, 
guests and some of the members who attend Daycare 
currently. 
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Tea was held in the Lower Hall and the anniversary cake was cut 
by Michael Bray and Noreen Gilhespy. 
 
 

 
Past and present leaders and helpers 

 
 

Noreen and Michael 
cutting the cake 
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The wonderful 
tea! 

Present helpers 
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Christmas  
IS Messy! 

Join us @ Dagnall Street 
Baptist Messy Church on 
Saturday the 30TH November 
from 10:30am to kick off the 
Christmas season in style. 
There’ll be wonderful crafts, 
fun games, some tasty grub 
and the beautiful story of 
God with us!  

PLUS our carpark will be 
transformed into a LIVING 
STABLE. Come and meet 
the donkey, sheep and oth-
er furry friends who were 
there that first Christmas! 
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News from our BMS Partners 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Fi\nal prayer letter from the Drew family 
 
Greetings from Leeds. 
 
Several of you have been in touch to see how we're getting on a 
few months into moving back to the UK; so we wanted to write a 
final, short update.  
 
We left Nepal at the end of June and were working with BMS until 
the end of the September, visiting many church partners across 
England, Wales and Scotland.  To those we visited, thank you for 
your hospitality and interest in us and Nepal during this time.  We 
shared stories, especially about the transforming work to treat 
women affected by fistula, and about the challenge to “take cour-
age” to impact the needs around us as well as the importance of 
encouraging each other in living out our faith.   
 
There were two things we have really been praying to God to pro-
vide for us as a family before September; that was somewhere to 
live and school places for the children that were easy to travel to 
and we felt would suit them.  We are so thankful that both came 
together at the end of August enabling the school year to start well. 
Rebekah, Sam, Tabea and Josh all put on brave faces alongside 
their smart uniforms and so began a new chapter for them.  They 
all miss their friends from Nepal but are starting to settle and find 
their way around a new system.  
  
We're starting to settle in a new church community in Leeds, right 
next to where we are living.  The one-minute journey to church is 
an especially great incentive where teenagers are concerned!  
We're thankful to be in a truly multi-cultural area and have already 
met Afghans at the school gate, a Nepali in the local park, bought 
fresh naan bread from the Kurdish bakery round the corner (almost 
as good as Afghan naan) and had haircuts by an Iranian (Debbie) 
and a Kurd (boys)!  We feel right at home.  
 
That leaves jobs as the big missing piece of the jigsaw.  Debbie  
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has been job-searching, applying and had a couple of interviews.  
A few coming up but no job offers yet.  Chris is prioritising sorting 
the house out and being around to help settle the kids.  There's 
also a mountain of admin involved in moving back to the country, 
that he has been wading through.  It's felt good to have the last 
couple of weeks after our travels finished to catch our breath and 
start to sort out many practicalities, but it would also be reassuring 
to find work soon; we keep reminding ourselves that in the past the 
right thing has always come at the right time.   
 
We'd just like to close with our thanks to you for journeying with us 
during these years with BMS.  It truly has been a privilege and we 
have felt wonderfully encouraged and supported.  Thank you for 
giving, for praying and for remembering us.  Though there have 
been uncertainties, disappointments and challenges, we are so 
grateful that God gave us the opportunity to serve him in this way.  
We also want to thank our colleagues at BMS back in the UK who 
provide so much support, always with grace and kindness, that 
has made it possible to do what we do. 
 
Our BMS email address won't be active after the end of Septem-
ber, so if you'd like to be in touch then you can use our personal 
email address, chrisanddebbie.drew@gmail.com  

Prayer Letter from the Vokuhl family 
 
Ever had a sense of 'deja vu'?  The feeling that you have been in a 
place before, same vistas, same sounds, same smells, same feel-
ings.  We certainly had a sense of 'deja vu' when our Airbus A330 
sporting the Qatar Air logo once again descended towards 
Tribuvhan Airport in Kathmandu on the 4th September.   
 
Arriving tired from packing up and overnight flights, praying that all 
bags will safely emerge from the hold, filling out endless visa 
forms, hoping that we brought the required amount of visa dollars, 
steering exhausted children through immigration, and negotiating  
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three heavily-laden luggage trolleys past pushy taxi drivers, we re-
member this, yes...we have been here before.   
  
Now back in Pokhara, three weeks later, what is the outlook, what is 
the news?  To start with, it was a pleasure to arrive back in our flat 
and to enter into a sense of routine again, after three months of living 
out of bags. Jakey, Ella and Millie were very excited to touch base 
with their friends in Pokhara, and also pleased to start school again, 
which for us as parents is a delight.   
  
Having spent the initial two weeks settling back in, and re-engaging 
with language, a key day last week was spent on an urgent trip to 
Kathmandu for me (Toby) to spend the day at the Nepal Immigration 
Office with the hope of receiving a work visa.  Thank you for all inter-
cession in regards to this, the visa situation is clearly deteriorating, 
but we did indeed receive non-tourist visas on that day, and can be in 
the country in a work capacity until next summer for sure.  Praise the 
Lord.  This will enable me to push a number of key agenda items for-
ward in my INF role.   
 
Firstly, it is critical that we identify another Nepali engineer to enable 
INF's work throughout the mid-west of Nepal and to train him or her 
up to take full charge of projects.  Secondly, the earthquake recon-
struction work needs to be evaluated, and I intend to carry out re-
search into the social sustainability of post earthquake housing.  
Thirdly, further work is required on Construction H&S and Occupa-
tional H&S at work within INF projects and we will seek to put in place 
culturally relevant policies for the INF hospitals, and community work.  
Oh yes, and some housing is to be built on the Green Pastures Hos-
pital land.  Time will fill quickly.   
 
Pippa is also busy, and is currently preparing to teach RE and History 
to year 7/8 at PSC, the local expat school, whilst also engaging in 
'Explore', a Theology/Missiology course, with a view of becoming a 
mentor on this excellent All Nations Christian College online course in 
the future.   
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Arriving back, it has been a real highlight to touch base with our 
local Nepali church members again.  The enthusiasm with which 
people worship, pray, and serve is a real example and challenge 
to us weekly.  We are delighted that our local church is so wel-
coming towards foreigners and a week after returning I was asked 
to preach on Romans 12 1-8, a great reminder that there is beau-
ty in diversity.  How differently we are all made, for the glory of 
Christ!  
  
Catching up with recent prayer requests, here are the main up-
dates:  
  
1) We are very grateful that our visas, as well as required teacher 
visas, have now been granted for the next 10 months. PTL  
  
2) The Multi-Purpose Learning Centre has been completed, and 
is coming into use, which is a delight to watch.  Work on the new 
Palliative Care Centre at Green Pastures Hospital in Pokhara has 
commenced.  Please pray for smooth progression of works.  We 
are delighted that a grant covering staffing and running costs has 
also been received, enabling the facility to become operational 
immediately after construction.  
  
3) We were very pleased to hear that our colleagues Chris and 
Debbie Drew and family have been able to purchase a house in 
Leeds and are starting to settle in after many years of service in 
Afghanistan and Nepal.  
  
4) Please continue to pray for the new INFI country director Phil 
Morris, and family, as they settle into life and work in Nepal.  Phil 
has a key role in managing the role that expat advisors play within 
INF Nepal, and all issues relating to visas etc.  
  
5) Please pray for continuous wisdom for Pippa and myself, to 
invest our energies wisely, and to establish on a daily and weekly 
basis where we can make a difference to people, processes, 
church, and our local partner organisation.  
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6) Do pray for progress in language learning, good comprehension 
and improved communication, which will make a major difference 
to our work this term.   
  
For this new term in Nepal moving beyond the 'deja vu' will be real-
ly key.  In many ways our first term has felt like an apprenticeship.  
Now we are keen to learn from our initial months here, build on 
past experiences, and make the time count.  Join us in prayer, that 
we may get the how, when, and where of our engagement here 
right.  We so appreciate the shared journey, and your continuous 
interest and support of our work here, and look forward to sharing 
the joys and challenges of serving here with you.  
  
Much love,  
Pippa, Toby, Jakey, Ella, and Millie  
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 Family Nativity & Gift Service – Sunday 15th Dec.                   
10.30am  

 

 

 

 

 

A reminder that we will once again be collecting children’s 
gifts during the morning service on Sunday 15th December 
for the St Albans and Hertsmere Women’s Refuge who ar-
range distribution amongst children of their residents. 

Last year you very generously donated over 85 parcels 
which were collected by representatives of SAHWR who ex-
pressed their, “ … immense thanks for the very generous 
donation of Christmas gifts.”  They also wished to pass on 
their, “… gratitude and great appreciation to everyone in-
volved.”  This is clearly a very valuable and tangible way of 
supporting a need in our local community. 
 
You are invited to include an extra item, or two, on your 
Christmas shopping list, which you could buy at a toy shop.  
We suggest that the gifts are suitably wrapped and a brief 
description on a post-it note stuck to the outside, so that it 
can be appropriately given to a suita-
ble child. 
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During our service on Sunday morning 8th December we 
will be welcoming a representative of SAHWR who will 
be telling us about the very valuable work they do.  
  
Happy toy-shopping!        
  
The Mission Team   
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 Christmas Cards for HM Prison The Mount, 
 Bovingdon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Churches Together in St Albans have invited us to join with 
others in sending Christmas Cards to the inmates/residents 
at HMP the Mount.  We are still awaiting details of exactly 
how it will work, but essentially we will be taking part, along 
with other CTSA churches, in signing Christmas cards with 
greetings for every resident in the prison, (over 1,000.)  It is 
proposed that cards will be available for signing on the three 
consecutive Sundays 10th, 17th & 24th November, so hopeful-
ly you can come prepared! 
 
The Mission Team 
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Daily Bible Reading  
by Billy Graham 

 
“How can a young man keep his way pure? 

By living according to your word.” 
 
Many of the difficulties we experience as Christians can be 
traced back to a lack of Bible Study and Reading. 
We should not be content to skim through a chapter merely to 
satisfy our conscience. 
 
Hide the Word of God in your heart! 
 
A little portion well digested is of greater value to the soul than a 
lengthy portion scanned hurriedly. 
 
Do not be discouraged because you cannot understand it all.  
Go on reading. 
 
As you read, The Holy Spirit will enlighten the passages to you. 
Reading the Bible has a purifying effect upon the heart and 
mind. 
 
Prayer      
 

Lord please prompt me to read your word regularly, 
and help me to obey that prompting. 

Grant me your Holy Spirit, Lord, to enable my 
understanding of what I read, and to help me put 

it into practice in my life. 
 

Amen 
 
 

Ewen Gilhespy 
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        Harvest 
 

 
 
 
At the end of September we celebrated Har-
vest.   The flowers and produce made a very 

colourful display in the Church.   Also on display were knitted 
items made for the charity Knit for Peace. 
Thank you for all the gifts and flowers we received.   These were 
much appreciated by the friends of the Church to whom they 
were distributed.     
 
Thanks also to those who decorated the Church on Saturday, 
and those who helped clear up and deliver the gifts on Monday. 
 

Sandra 
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 The Mustard Seed 
 
I’m standing here with soggy feet 
As fine a figure as you’ll meet 
Three miles from the nearest street 
With ankles caked in boggy peat 
I stay here through rain and snow 
For I’ve no where else to go 
I watched the farmer plant his corn 
One cold windy winter’s morn 
The sun rose over bare brown land 
Ploughed in furrows by his hand 
He scattered seed upon the ground 
Where it fell could scarce be found 
But crows that sat upon a wall, 
Took an interest in it all 
And pigeons waited in the hedge 
Hoping he was sowing veg 
Then I was called to do my part 
And this I did with all my heart 
I stood majestic in the field 
And steadfastly refused to yield 
When the farmer went away 
I kept all the birds at bay 
It’s strange indeed to think he would 
Work and get his livelihood 
From little specks that look like grit 
But yet, somehow, they do their bit 
An act of faith it is as well 
That the seeds will grow and swell 
Strong shoots peeping through the soil 
To reward his heavy toil 
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Summer brightens up the scene 
Yellow ripens from the green 
The heads all lengthen and behold! 
The harvest is a hundredfold 
It is the same- or so I’m told 
About another seed of old 
A mustard seed that starts out small 
Becomes the tallest plant of all 
And birds perch in its lofty shade 
To tell the riddle God has made 
And Scarecrows try to comprehend  
How minute things have such an end! 
But faith it often works unseen 
And none can tell where it has been 
Much more God’s Kingdom spreads abroad 
Not by might or power or sword 
But buried deep within the heart  
 The farmer sows there by his art 
Tends and waters till it grows 
Straightens clumps out into rows 
Then at last the plant bears fruit  
Sure and certain of its root 
At harvest all is found secure 
And will eternally endure 
There forever more to stand 
Flourishing within God’s land 
 
Megan Thompson  
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 Top 1 
      CHURCH & CENTRE ROOM BOOKINGS 
  
To contact Danny Smith regarding Church and Centre 
room booking enquiries: 

  
Tel:  01727 844348  
email: bookings@dsbc.org.uk 

Monday Table Tennis/ Games            
                  Club       
 
We meet every Monday from 10.30am to 

1pm in the Main Hall for table tennis, pool, carpet bowls 
and other indoor games.  Refreshments are available 
in the Cross Street Café.  Everyone is welcome. 
  
Trevor Oakley 
  
  

DAYCARE 
  
Daycare meets every Tuesday during school term time, at 
the Age Concern Centre, St  Peters Street.  If you know 
of anyone who would like to come along for lunch and 
companionship please contact:  Noreen Gilhespy on 
email noreen gilhespy@gmail.com or phone: 07947 
029556.  
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              WHO LET THE DAD’S OUT!! 
  
The next meeting will take place on Satur-
day, 9th November in the Lower Hall from 

10am to 12pm 
 

Everyone welcome, Dads, Uncles, Grand-
dads 

 

                  KNITTING GROUP 
  
The knitting group will meet on Tuesday, 19th  
November in Cross Street from 11am—12.30pm 

and welcomes anyone who would like to join with us.  
Some bring their own knitting or crochet projects whilst 
other knit and crochet for the charity ‘Knit for Peace’. 
  
Judy Pendal 
  

                                  SCRABBLE CLUB 
  
Scrabble Club will be held on Tuesday 12th and 26th  
November at 2.30pm in the Cross Street Centre. 
  
John and Vera Mills 
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We are suggesting that you send one card to include all 
of our Church Family again this year. These will then be 

displayed in the Link for all to see and share. 
This was originally instigated to help our environment by 

using less card and paper. The number of us sending 
cards in this way is slowly growing. 

 
There will be a Post Box available in the Vestibule as 

usual 
for individual cards that you might wish to send: but also 
a labeled basket to receive the cards that are only ad-

dressed to the ‘Church Family’  
 

Donations in lieu of normal postage for ‘Christian Aid’ are 
welcome and may be placed in the Red Post Box   

 
Thank You 

Flo Mintern 
2019 
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50 years of DSBC DAYCARE 
 
To celebrate 50 years of Daycare we al-
so held a party with the members on 
Tuesday, 15th October at  Age Concern, 
St Peters Street. 
 
We made party hats and after lunch we 
were visited by the reception class from 
Maple School.  They joined in the activi-
ty of decorating party hats.  We had a 
very impressive pass the parcel (put to-
gether by Christine Boot) which consist-
ed of three separate parcels going 

round at the same time.  Nearly everyone got a 
prize!!  But it was very difficult stopping the music 
at the right time!  The children then sang Happy 
Birthday. 
 
There was also something else to celebrate be-
cause Marion Morrison has been a helper for 39 
years and this milestone was marked by Simon 
presenting Marion with a gift.  And as a special 
treat she blew out the candles on the birthday 
cakes.  
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Noreen decorating 
the table ready for 
the members to ar-
rive. 

We hope everyone had a good time. 
 
Glynis 
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My November Guest 
 
My Sorrow, when she’s here with me, 
Thinks these dark days of autumn rain 
Are beautiful as days can be; 
She loves the bare, the withered tree; 
She walks the sodden pasture lane. 
 
Her pleasure will not let me stay. 
She talks and I am fain to list: 
She’s glad the birds are gone away, 
She’s glad her simple worsted grey 
Is silver now with clinging mist. 
 
The desolate, deserted trees, 
The faded earth, the heavy sky, 
The beauties she so truly sees, 
She thinks I have no eye for these 
And vexes me for reason why. 
 
Not yesterday I learned to know 
The love of bare November days 
Before the coming of the snow, 
But it were vain to tell her so, 
And they are better for her praise. 
 
Robert Frost 
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COPY DATE FOR THE DECEMBER/

JANUARY MAGAZINE 
THURSDAY, 14th NOVEMBER 

  
It’s been a very exciting month celebrating Daycare.  It was 
lovely seeing all the people at the celebrations and learning 
how it was started and who set it up.  The service in the church 
was inspiring and the current members who attended thought 
so too. 
 
I am suffering from shellshock at the moment as I bought a 
new car at the weekend.  Every time I think about it my stom-
ach churns.  I take delivery in 6—10 days time.  So I won’t be 
in my lovely little KA anymore.  She has done more than a 
good service to me but like me she’s getting a bit old and 
things are dropping off and boiling over! So the time has come! 
 
I spoke to Laura (Law) today on facetime and she sends her 
love and best wishes to everyone at Dagnall Street.  They are 
both well and very busy!  The weather in Texas is extremely 
hot at the moment. 
 
Thanks to everyone for the photographs.  Keep them coming! 
 
 
Glynis 
glynis.griffiths1@gmail.com 
01462 733665 
07709 618571 
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glynis.griffiths1@gmail.com 
01462 733665 
07709 618571 
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 What, When and Where November 2019 
 
Saturday   2 Prayer Hour 
   10.00am Cross Street Room 5 
Monday   4 Frontline Study Group 
   8.00pm Room 5 Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday   5 Frontline Study Groups 
   10.30am & 2.30pm Room 5 Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday         5     Church Meeting & Deacon’s Election 
   7.45pm Room 3 Cross Street Centre 
Wednesday   6 Free Church Service in the Abbey 
   11.00am – The Revd. Gareth Garland, Minister,  
   High Street Rickmansworth Baptist Church 
Wednesday   6 Frontline Study Group 
   8.00pm Room 5 Cross Street Centre 
Saturday       9 Who Let the Dads Out? 
   10.00am – 12.00pm Lower Hall 
Tuesday 12 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 19 Knitting Group 
   11.00am – 12.30pm Cross Street Centre  
Thursday 21 Deacons’ Meeting 
   7.45pm Room 5 Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 26 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Saturday 30 Messy Church “Ark Farm” 
   10.30am – 12.30pm Lower Hall 
Sunday   Dec 1 Family Film “The Grinch” 
   3.00pm - Church 
 
 
Regular Events 
 
Mondays: Table tennis & Games Club 10.30am – 1.30pm Lower Hall 
Tuesdays: (term time) Daycare 10am – 2pm Age Concern St Peters Street 
Wednesdays: (term time) Toddlers 09.45am – 11.15am Lower Hall 
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