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 Minister: Rev Simon J Carver, MA, BSc, - simoncarver@btinternet.com 
Associate Minister: Rev. Jonny Fillis  jonnyf87@aol.com 
  

Church Secretary: Chris Penn 
  

Finance Deacon: Trevor Oakley 
  

Property: Ray Saunders  
  

Site Manager and Caretaker: David Hobbs  

Cross Street: 01727 846891  
 
Bookings: booking@dsbc.org.uk/01727 568162 
 
  

Charity Registration Number: 1127791 

Notes for all sermons are available online at  www.dsbc.org.uk or 
from the minister in person 

APRIL SERVICES 

  10.30 am 6.30 pm 
April 7th 

A Moment of Extravagance
John 12:1-8
Communion 

Church in the Cafe 
Release 

David Aston 
NB 4.00pm 

with tea and cake 
 

April 14th Palm Sunday
Shared with the Cathedral
NB: Meet at the Clock 

Tower at 9.30am 
 

The Death of Jesus
Luke 23:1-49 

April 18th 
  

Maundy Thursday
8.00pm 

April 19th Good Friday
10.15am   

April 21st 
Easter Sunday
Family Service 

“They wondered what had hap-
pened”

Luke 24:1-12
Communion 

April 28th The Purpose of the Gospel 
according to John

John 20:19-31 
 

The Women at the Tomb
(in all Four Gospels) 
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  April 2019 

 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
                         He died to make us good … 
                                   Cecil F. Alexander 

 
As a treat for my latest ‘big’ birthday, 
Catriona took me on a surprise outing to 
the West End to see the stage musical Les 
Miserables. Ever since I saw the film ver-
sion a few years ago, it has been one of my 
favourite stories, mainly because of the stirring and moving mu-
sic. The film drew some criticism because those in the leading 
roles were not especially known for the singing voices. These 
actors were not helped by the director’s insistence that they sing 
‘as live’, rather than the usual method of dubbing on their own 
studio-recorded voices after filming. However, it is the rawness 
of Hugh Jackman’s and Anne Hathaway’s voices that I found 
particularly affecting –Russell Crowe’s, not so much. 
 
It isn’t surprising that Victor Hugo’s story has been dramatised 
on a number of occasions. A 1998 version with Liam Neeson – 
he of the ‘very particular set of skills’ – playing Jean Valjean fol-
lows the narrative of the musical fairly closely. The recent BBC 
television version of Hugo’s novel begins not with Valjean a pris-
oner on one of the dry-docked hulks used for incarceration, but 
on the battlefield of Waterloo in the Napoleonic Wars. I am 
grateful to an article by Mark Greene, Executive Director of the 
London Institute for Contemporary Christianity (licc.org.uk), for 
some further information about the novel’s initial focus.  
 
An important plot point in all versions is when Jean Valjean 
steals some silver candlesticks from the Bishop of Digne, who 
has taken Valjean into his home. When the police bring Valjean 
and the candlesticks back to the Bishop’s house, the Bishop 
tells the police that he has given the candlesticks to Valjean 
and, in fact, there were some others that he had forgotten to 
take. This act of generosity changes Valjean’s life and in turn 
affects the lives of others. 
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 While Jean Valjean’s encounter with the Bishop of Digne is al-
ways important, Hugo’s novel devotes 50 pages to this godly 
man. Victor Hugo’s son, Charles, objected to the way that his fa-
ther portrayed the Bishop, because he believed that it would have 
been more appropriate for this profoundly good character to have 
come from “a liberal modern profession, like a doctor”. Both Hugo 
junior and senior, whose novel was published in 1862, were criti-
cal of the priesthood in their own day, but Hugo senior believed 
that the novel should reflect the respect with which he believed 
the priesthood was held in the time 50 years earlier when this sce-
ne in the novel was set. “If anything,” Victor Hugo wrote to his 
son, “this pure and lofty figure of true priesthood, offers the most 
savage satire on the priesthood today.” 
 
The Bishop of Digne is a real office, although the particular holder 
of the office in the novel is fictional. Victor Hugo draws his Bishop 
as devout man who as also creative and generous in the way that 
he diverted resources to the poor. The one story that we have in 
the dramatizations on stage and film are echoed time after time in 
Hugo’s novel. Mark Greene writes that the forgiveness offered to 
Jean Valjean was not, “… one extraordinarily good deed in an 
otherwise undistinguished life, rather it is one extraordinarily good 
deed in a life daily characterised by extraordinary goodness.” 
 
Just as the life of the Bishop of Digne was an exemplar that saved 
the life of Jean Valjean, who in turn saved others, so the life – and 
not only the death – of Jesus has the power to ‘save’ us in this life 
as we follow in his path of kindness, generosity and love for our 
neighbour. Mark Greene ends by saying, “Hugo reminds us that 
the gospel not only promises eternal life but life in Christ that can 
transform our everyday living into something compellingly beauti-
ful – whatever our calling.” 
 
 
Best wishes  
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Elspeth MacKenzie 
1922-2019 

 
Many thanks for all your cards and 

messages following Mum’s death on 
21st February. 

 
Thanks too to those who came on 

18th March to celebrate her long and 
happy life.   

 
She’s now with Dad, may they rest in 

peace and rise in glory. 
 

Catriona and Simon 
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  April 2019 

 

 

Holy Week and Easter Services 2019   
 
 

Palm Sunday We join with the congregation at the   
14th April  Cathedral for a Palm Sunday pro 
    cession.  

 Meet at the Clock Tower at 9.30am.  
 If you prefer not to walk, go straight to
 the Cathedral at the same time.  

 
Maundy Thursday  8.00pm Communion Service 
18th April 
 
Good Friday  10.15am Good Friday Service 
19th April 
 
Easter Sunday 9.00am Communion 
21st April  Followed by breakfast 
 
    10.30am Easter Family Service 
 

 6.30pm  Easter Evening Service 
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   Pastor’s News 
 

A brief update on a number of items that 
might be of interest to the congregation 
and the wider readership of the maga-
zine. 
 

Bible Study Groups  
Our Bible Study Groups will pick up af-
ter Lent on Tuesday 10th April. Two 
groups meet: in Cross Street at 
10.30am and at the Manse at 8.00pm. 
All are welcome to either. 
 
The Winter Beds Project 
For the second year running the Winter Beds Project (WBP) 
has been operating through worst weather from December to 
the end of March. A number of men – and one woman – were 
able to sleep in a warm bed and have breakfast while the 
weather outside was at its coldest. The project – which is 
based at Trinity URC and served by volunteers from across St 
Albans – has recently been inspected and awarded a Quality 
Mark by Housing Justice. 

 
Premier Radio 
I shall be reviewing three of the latest cinema film 
releases on Premier Radio’s Inspirational Break-
fast Show between 8.00am and 8.30pm on 18th 
April. 
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Judy Pendal and family thank the Church family 

for their support and prayers during the last few months 
and for all the cards and expressions of sympathy follow-
ing Bryan’s death. 
 
A verse in Bryan’s favourite Psalm is - 
 

“The Lord watches over you” 
 

 - and we have been very aware of this these last few 
months. 
 
Judy 
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           PASTORAL NEWS 
 

We remember before God those of our Fellowship  
who have passed from this life recently. 
 
Elspeth MacKenzie died on the 21st February 
and a beautiful remembrance service was held for 
her on  18th March.  We uphold Neil, Catriona and 
Simon, Duncan and the wider family in our pray-
ers. 
 
John Hannah died on 12th March and we think of 
his wife Elsie, also Jayne, Martin and families.  
There will be a private service in our church. 

 
Bryan Pendal died at home on 16th March.  A Thanksgiving 
service for Bryan’s life will take place at DSBC on Friday, 5th 
April at 11.45am.  This will be preceded by a cremation ser-
vice with Bryan’s family.  We remember, Judy, Louise, Deb, 
John and their families in our prayers. 
 
Noreen Gilhespy’s  mother died at home on 17th March and 
our prayers go to Noreen, Ewen and family. 
 
Other church friends are frail and unwell.  We think of: 
 

Les and Marjorie Jones 
Marie and Dennis Rowson 

Rosemary Ware 
Jenny Johnson 
Sheila Fricker 
Brian Branch 

Linda Williams 
Krisztina Schreiner 

 
At times, some of us have personal struggles.  Danny Smith 
would welcome your prayers at present. 
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Eileen Wills  is now back at home after a long stay in Pot-
ters Bar Hospital following a fall.  It is lovely to see her back 
in Church and she is beginning to mobilise slowly. 
 
Kai Kipgen is in Manipur, India, in his capacity as Project 
Manager of the Christian school there.  Recently Muriel 
joined Kai for a visit.  We remember them in our prayers and 
also their daughter, Joanne and her cousin Neisho, who are 
sharing the role of acting Principal of the school. 
 
After our Sunday morning service on 14th April, there will be 
a Manipur Coffee morning in  the Cross Street Centre. 
 

Drop Thy still dews of quietness, 
Till all our striving cease; 

Take from our souls the strain and stress, 
And let our ordered lives confess 

The beauty of Thy peace. 
 

From the hymn ‘Dear Lord and Father of Mankind’ 
Songs of Fellowship no. 79 

 
Jill Potter 
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 PASTORAL TEAM 
 
The Ministers, Simon and Jonny, and members of the 
Pastoral Team are always happy to make appoint-
ments to visit, talk or pray with you. This can take 
place in your home, at Cross Street or at our homes at 
your convenience and at mutually convenient times. 
  
Marjorie and Leslie Jones (01727 841845)), Jill Potter 
(07779 797928), Liz Blight (07884 431051), Alison 
Ashmore (01727 867335) and Sue Owen (01727 
867784) are also active members of the Pastoral 
Team. 
  
Simon, Jonny and the team hope you will notify them 
of anybody who you think may be ill, lonely or who 
needs help. 
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Why does Pastor Emmanuel from Lokichar Kenya  
want to send greetings to Dagnall Street Baptist 

Church? 

          

 
This is his church which has an ever growing congregation 

and so needed an extension. 
It is in the Turkana area of northern Kenya. The Turkana 
people were nomadic but due to global warming it rarely 
rains so it is difficult to raise even goats. The rivers round 
Lokichar have dried up and there is no grass, so the peo-
ple  are moving into the villages looking for another way of 
life. 
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 The school the church started a few years ago has 
grown. It now has 200 children. 

      

 
This is the building 
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Pastor Emmanuel, on behalf of his church, would like our 
interest, support and prayers. 

I have been involved with the church for over 13 years 
from when it started with a handful of very poor people. It is 
part of the African Gospel Church which was originally 
started by World Gospel Mission. African Gospel Church 
Kenya has ambitions to start churches with every different 
people group in Kenya. It is also concerned with education, 
food and health. 
 
They have named the school after me which is a great 
honour but does not really fit with my character as I like to 
see children playing and enjoying themselves. They take 
education extremely seriously. Children at 4 years old are 
learning English and Swahili – no toys. They can only 
move up classes by passing exams not by age.  
Life has changed for educated girls. Previously they were 
given away for goats to the highest bidder as soon as they 
reached puberty. Now the Kenyan government does not 
allow girls to be given in marriage until they are 18 years 
old. Parents have realised that educated girls are able to   
  
  

15 

  April 2019 

 

 

 
   

Pastor Emmanuel, on behalf of his church, would like our 
interest, support and prayers. 

I have been involved with the church for over 13 years 
from when it started with a handful of very poor people. It is 
part of the African Gospel Church which was originally 
started by World Gospel Mission. African Gospel Church 
Kenya has ambitions to start churches with every different 
people group in Kenya. It is also concerned with education, 
food and health. 
 
They have named the school after me which is a great 
honour but does not really fit with my character as I like to 
see children playing and enjoying themselves. They take 
education extremely seriously. Children at 4 years old are 
learning English and Swahili – no toys. They can only 
move up classes by passing exams not by age.  
Life has changed for educated girls. Previously they were 
given away for goats to the highest bidder as soon as they 
reached puberty. Now the Kenyan government does not 
allow girls to be given in marriage until they are 18 years 
old. Parents have realised that educated girls are able to   
  
  



Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

16 

 

 
`get good jobs and then help support their families. So 
good schooling has given girls independence and oppor-
tunity.  
The church people, who I really love, are fantastic. They 
communicate with me regularly through WhatsApp with 
little videos of the children singing. I am treated as a 
member of the congregation. I would like to send them a 
few pictures of our church and even a video of us singing 
which is not quite as energetic as theirs! 
 
Noreen Gilhespy 
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Living Stones (based on 1 Peter 2 v 4-7 and 9-10) 
 
We stand here in this special place 
And radiate the light of grace 
Together peace and joy are found 
With friends and colleagues gathered round 
Some are narrow, others wide 
A bit uneven at the side 
Not too proud, nor yet too grand 
We’re set here by the builder’s hand 
 
We have the finest architect 
Each one of us He did select 
Some are at an early stage 
While others crumble with their age 
We come in orange, red or beige 
A few of us are hard to gauge 
Some are flint-like coloured blue 
There’s quite a mixture here to view 
 
We’re held in place from up above 
With the mortar of God’s love 
Some form an arch or pillar wide 
And others in the ceiling hide 
Some will underpin a wall 
And some you will not see at all 
But each is special, loved and known 
And crafted as a living stone 
 
We’re drawn together we believe 
And to our cornerstone we cleave 
Planned and purposed now to be 
The heart of a community 
Here faith and fellowship are found 
The light that draws in all around 
From North and South to East and West 
This habitation God has blessed! 
 
Megan Thompson 2019 
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 Good Friday Walk 
UNDER OLD MANAGEMENT 

 
Our walk this year will be along 
Dunstable Downs and visiting the 
Whipsnade Tree Cathedral. 
 
This will be preceded by a picnic 
lunch at the Dunstable Downs visi-
tor centre (LU6 2GY) where there 
are several benches, a café and 
public toilets. 
 
There will be walks of various 
lengths and difficulties available: a 
3 mile walk or a shorter flat walk.  
Alternatively, just join us for a pic-
nic lunch and fellowship. 
 
We will meet at the picnic tables by 
the visitor centre at 12:15 for 
lunch.  The walk will start at 13:00.  

There are two car parks:  one by the visitor centre and one further 
along the road.  There is a charge for the car parks of £3.50 for the 
day or it is free with a National Trust membership card. 
 
For further information, speak to Colin or Sue Owen. 
 
P.S. If you want to see the Tree Cathedral, come and join us for 

the walk on Good Friday! 
 
P.P.S. As an extra treat again this year, we are walking around 
the Broad Colney lakes on Saturday May 25th  as part of DSBC's 
contribution to the Sustainable St Albans Week. 
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Mission Fundraising  
 

We are approaching the time of year when the usual Car Boot 
sales are starting again from April to October and I am collecting 
suitable items in Good Condition (please) to sell and the money 
raised will support our Mission projects.  
 
We hope to conclude our Christian Aid project of 5k. supporting 
Children with HIV/Aids in Kenya. We then propose supporting 
the Manipur project. 
 
Items required include, Books, Cd’s - Vinyl records, Glassware, 
China, Tools, Ornaments, Jewellery - Kitchen items/Utensils - 
Bric-a-brac - Craft items, Toys. 
 
Any items can be brought to the church or see me if collection is 
required. 
 
Many thanks in anticipation 
        

Trevor Oakley 
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Bible Reading Notes 
 

It has been good to see so many Bible Reading Notes being taken 
from the table display in The Link. (A total of 45 copies provided 
from 4 different sources).  
There are only 9 copies left for free distribution. 
 
If you need help in getting follow-up copies of your favourite style 
posted from the publishers, please talk to me. 
 
If anyone wants to recommend On Line Resources to help with 
Daily Bible Reading, please let me know. 
One I have been told about is: www.WordLive.org 
 
Finally … You are very welcome to join the: 
 

Friday afternoon Bible Study in Room 5 from 2pm to 3pm 
(although we will be closed for a couple of weeks over the Easter 

period - watch the Notices for details). 
 

Ewen Gilhespy Bible Reading Notes Coordinator 

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

24 

 

 

Bible Reading Notes 
 

It has been good to see so many Bible Reading Notes being taken 
from the table display in The Link. (A total of 45 copies provided 
from 4 different sources).  
There are only 9 copies left for free distribution. 
 
If you need help in getting follow-up copies of your favourite style 
posted from the publishers, please talk to me. 
 
If anyone wants to recommend On Line Resources to help with 
Daily Bible Reading, please let me know. 
One I have been told about is: www.WordLive.org 
 
Finally … You are very welcome to join the: 
 

Friday afternoon Bible Study in Room 5 from 2pm to 3pm 
(although we will be closed for a couple of weeks over the Easter 

period - watch the Notices for details). 
 

Ewen Gilhespy Bible Reading Notes Coordinator 

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

24 

 

 

Bible Reading Notes 
 

It has been good to see so many Bible Reading Notes being taken 
from the table display in The Link. (A total of 45 copies provided 
from 4 different sources).  
There are only 9 copies left for free distribution. 
 
If you need help in getting follow-up copies of your favourite style 
posted from the publishers, please talk to me. 
 
If anyone wants to recommend On Line Resources to help with 
Daily Bible Reading, please let me know. 
One I have been told about is: www.WordLive.org 
 
Finally … You are very welcome to join the: 
 

Friday afternoon Bible Study in Room 5 from 2pm to 3pm 
(although we will be closed for a couple of weeks over the Easter 

period - watch the Notices for details). 
 

Ewen Gilhespy Bible Reading Notes Coordinator 

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

24 

 

 

Bible Reading Notes 
 

It has been good to see so many Bible Reading Notes being taken 
from the table display in The Link. (A total of 45 copies provided 
from 4 different sources).  
There are only 9 copies left for free distribution. 
 
If you need help in getting follow-up copies of your favourite style 
posted from the publishers, please talk to me. 
 
If anyone wants to recommend On Line Resources to help with 
Daily Bible Reading, please let me know. 
One I have been told about is: www.WordLive.org 
 
Finally … You are very welcome to join the: 
 

Friday afternoon Bible Study in Room 5 from 2pm to 3pm 
(although we will be closed for a couple of weeks over the Easter 

period - watch the Notices for details). 
 

Ewen Gilhespy Bible Reading Notes Coordinator 



25 

  April 2019 

 

 

BIBLE STUDY 
  

  
Every FRIDAY 

  
  

   2pm to 3pm 
  

  
In Room 5  

Cross Street Centre 
  
  

All are welcome 
  
  

Further details from Ewen Gilhespy 
01707 267682 
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HOSPITAL AND CLINIC APPOINTMENTS 
  

Sometimes members of our fellowship need help 
with transport to get to hospital or clinic appoint-
ments. 
  
We are hoping to put together a list of names of peo-
ple willing to help on occasions.   
 
If you can offer your help please contact: 
  

Jill Potter 
01727 872206 
07779 797928 

jillcpotter@hotmail.com  
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 MISSION NEWS 
 

Gift Day - Easter Sunday 21st April 2019 
 
The Mission team had initially earmarked Gift Day this year to 
support our current Christian Aid Project, Supporting Children 
Affected by HIV/AIDS in Kenya, but due to your generosity we 
expect to reach our target ahead of time, and have been able to 
consider an alternative worthy cause for Gift Day 2019. 
 
And so, at our recent mission team meeting, after a brief dis-
cussion, we unanimously agreed that our Gift Day 2019 project 
would be The Manipur Trust.  The trust oversees the funding of 
capital projects and supports the running of the Emmanuel 
Christian School in Haipi, in the Manipur Province of North 
Eastern India.  The current project, which is in urgent needs of 
funds, is the construction and equipping of a new Primary 
School. 
 
Elsewhere in this magazine you will be able to read more about 
the school, a project which was launched over 30 years ago by 
our members Kai and Muriel Kipgen.  So it only remains for me 
to remind you to give generously to this vital and meaningful 
project.  There will be another Manipur Coffee morning after 
church on Palm Sunday, 14th April, where you will be able to 
learn more about the project. 
 
Gift Day Collection envelopes will be available in church on 
Palm Sunday, Easter Sunday, and for several Sunday’s there-
after, to collect your gifts.  If you are able to donate via cheque 
and are registered for gift aid then this will significantly enhance 
your donation.  Many thanks. 
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UNLOCK WALK – Saturday 27th April 
  
A reminder that we will meet for the walk at St Albans City 
Railway Station at 8.30am on Saturday 27th April, for the jour-
ney to Wimbledon and the 7.25 mile walk around Merton, Mor-
den and Wimbledon.  Copies of the route map, which includes 
a detailed description of the walk, are available on the table in 
the church vestibule and if you would like to support the work 
of Unlock by sponsoring the group, please use the sponsor 
form on the table in the link. 
 
Chris Penn 
  

Introducing our New BMS Church Partners 
 
 
We are currently partnered with Judy Cook who runs Hope 
Home in Thailand, and the Drew’s.  The Drews will be leaving 
Nepal and BMS this summer, (they will be visiting us on Sun-
day 8th September for our Church in the Café at 4pm, during 
their final home assignment), so the Mission Team have been 
considering our next partnership.  Following advice from BMS 
we are delighted to introduce you to our new BMS partners, 
the Vokuhl family. 
 
Pippa and Toby Vokuhl and their children, pictured below, are 
our new partners.   
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In early 2018, they headed for Pokhara in central Nepal as 
part of BMS’ mid-term programme.  Toby has a role in the 
Disaster Response and Resilience Department of our partner 
organisation INF, and draws on his years in construction pro-
ject management.  The family are also involved in a number 
of local church and community projects.  Pippa and Toby, 
along with Jakey (9), Ella (7) and Millie (3), are part of Head-
ington Baptist Church in Oxford.  In the UK Pippa worked as a 
physiotherapist and a nanny, while Toby worked in the con-
struction industry for a number of years and has recently com-
pleted a Master’s degree in Project Management in the Built 
Environment. 
Here is an extract from their latest (February 2019) Prayer 
Letter: 
 
“Happy new year! 
Since we last wrote we have experienced our first Christmas 
in Nepal. Christmas day was spent at church, with Christmas 
dinner being a feast of curry on the church roof in the sun-
shine, looking at the Annapurna mountain range, followed by 
the obligatory Christmas dancing.  Very different from the tra-
ditions we normally adhere to, but a fantastic way of celebrat-
ing the joy of Christmas with our Nepali brothers and sisters.   
 
Within the last months Toby spent a good part of his work 
hours resolving design issues on the Chapel/Pastoral Care 
Centre project at GP Hospital in Pokhara.  The concept de-
sign by an Australian architect has proven to be rather chal-
lenging for the local architectural firm tasked with detail de-
sign, as well as for the contractor.  Toby therefore works 
closely with his Nepali engineer counterpart to ensure that re-
maining design issues are resolved, and that the quality is 
right.  Given the certainty of future earthquakes here, some 
details, like the position and size of reinforcement bars within 
concrete beams and columns, just has to be right.   
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Beyond the day to day tasks Toby also aims to put in place 
suitable systems for INF which can be utilised by Nepali col-
leagues when he eventually leaves the country.  He has al-
ready spent considerable time setting up construction project 
control mechanisms which can be utilised by INF for building 
projects to come.   
  
Toby is looking forward to a monitoring visit to Lamjung this 
month, a district where 27 earthquake resistant model houses 
are currently being built under INF supervision, and over 100 
masons have received training in earthquake resistant con-
struction methods.  His visit will also include witnessing the 
opening of a new school in Gurkha district, larger, and much 
safer for pupils than the previous earthquake-damaged school 
building.  These types of occasions are a real encouragement 
to us.   
  
As a family we are grateful to God for continued health and 
wellbeing, and also for a fantastic group of colleagues and 
friends who have made life here sustainable for us.  Following 
a recent INF strategy review, INF Nepal directors have request-
ed that Toby would continue his input in the organisation be-
yond the initial 18 months term, and we have therefore prayer-
fully started exploring the possibility of a further, longer term of 
service here with BMS.   
  
In relation to this, a major prayer point is for our son Jakey's 
education.  He finishes primary school in the summer, and 
there is no suitable formal high school provision for him here in 
Pokhara.  It is possible that he could stay on at the primary 
school whilst receiving tuition from a co-operative run by par-
ents.  However, it feels risky at high school level.  Please pray 
for peace and wisdom as we make decisions about his educa-
tion at this crucial stage.   
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 Also, with the current lack of clarity over Brexit, some questions 
remain regarding Toby's immigration status, once his Residency 
card expires, and we remain abroad for longer (he is a German 
national).  In theory, Toby should be able to move onto the new-
ly created 'Settled Status' for EU citizens this summer when in 
the UK, but there remains uncertainty.  Pray for a solution with 
us, as we pray to our certain God.  Please pray too, that God 
would release the finances to enable us to continue to serve Him 
here.   
  
How to make the best impact to reach the poorest of the poor 
here in Nepal?  That is the question currently being asked by 
INF senior management, as they grapple with a major review of 
services across the districts in which the NGO works.  A particu-
lar future focus will be on the West/Northwest of the country, as 
people within those rural districts do not benefit from the tourist 
dollars.  Within these remote communities it is those with stig-
matising diseases, disabilities, and women, who get overlooked 
and particularly require empowerment and support.  An encoun-
ter with Jesus changes generations.   
  
Whilst making big decisions about our future, we would really 
value your prayer for peace, wisdom, and ongoing trust in God.  
A second term of service in Nepal means forgoing certainty 
about Jakey's formal UK secondary education.  Questions also 
remain about the terms of Toby's residency in UK after Brexit, 
when we return.  Please pray with us as we remember God's 
sovereignty, think critically, seek wisdom and advice, but also 
trust that He has the next steps prepared already.   
  
Your partnership with us in prayer sustains us every day.  Thank 
you for standing alongside us as we invest our energies here in 
Nepal.   
  
With love from us all,  
Toby, Pippa, Jakey, Ella and Millie Vokuhl 
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Next Delivery to the  
Genesis Shop  
Sheffield 
  
I recently received a letter from Lisa 
Carr who runs the Genesis Community 
Church Shop on the Manor Estate in 
Sheffield.  On behalf of herself and the 
volunteers she sends a massive 

thankyou to us for the continuous support, and appreciation of the 
generosity and kindness shown by all who contribute lovely items of 
clothing and toys.  She recognises that it is coming close to 30 
years that we have been lending our support which, she says, has 
helped them to stay open for all that time. 
  
Our next delivery is likely to be towards the end of March or early 
April and the need for good quality clothing, footwear and house-
hold furnishings, is as great as it has ever been.  So keep your do-
nations coming in – search out those unwanted but serviceable 
clothes and household goods, put them in plastic sacks, and leave 
them in the lower store room at the Cross Street Centre.  If you 
need help with bringing your items to the centre, please let me 
know.   
  
You can be assured that your contributions will end up in a very 
worthwhile place, whilst at the same time helping our sustainability 
aims! 
  
Chris Penn 
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 UNLOCK WALK   
Saturday 27th April 

Unlock is one of the Christian charities we support through 
planned mission giving and once again we plan to support their 
annual fundraising London Sponsored Walk.  Working in de-
prived urban areas across the country, they “UNLOCK” real life 
stories of ordinary people by revealing the good news of the 
down to earth Christ by releasing life changing skills and confi-
dence.  Their main single source of income is from sponsorship 
and donations received by walkers and churches supporting their 
annual London walk.  Last year’s walk raised £25,500, from over 
700 walkers, for which UNLOCK are extremely grateful. 

As well as raising money for the charity to continue its work in 
deprived urban areas across the UK, the walk also aims to raise 
awareness of the issues of exclusion and to showcase the minis-
try of churches in urban areas.  It also gives churches from more 
affluent areas an opportunity to support the work of fellow Chris-
tians in inner cities, as well as providing us an opportunity for an 
unusual and enlightening day out in London. 

This year’s 7.25 mile circular walk, the 36th, titled “Shining a 
Light,” will take us south of the river, (Thames), to Merton, Mor-
den and Wimbledon.  I’m afraid for tennis fans, the route doesn’t 
take us past the tennis complex, but it does pass Merton Abbey, 
which was actually a priory where in 1236 King Henry III held the 
first English parliament and in 1437 Henry IV was crowned.  
Then there is the river Wandle where local resident Lord Nelson 
enjoyed fishing! and Morden Hall and Park which is now owned 
by the National Trust.  Cannon Hill Common is a local nature re-
serve and Deen City Farm is one of London’s first, started in 
1978.  There are stops at 7 local churches where refreshments 
will be available and which are points of interest in themselves.  
They are Morden Baptist, Lantern Methodist, St John the Divine 
Cof E, St John Fisher RC, Salvation Army at Raynes Park and 
Wimbledon and the Lighthouse Church, which gives the walk its 
theme. 
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The Unlock London Walk is re-
markable; a unique way of see-
ing London and engaging with 
some of its churches.  Copies of 
the route map will be available 
to view on the table in the link, 
(you’re welcome to take one if 
you plan to take part.)  If you 
want to join us for the walk, 
meet at St Albans City Railway 
Station at 8.30am, on Saturday 
27th April, for the journey to 
Wimbledon Station and an in-
spiring day out. 

  
If you are interested in support-
ing UNLOCK but without the 
walking, you may like to sponsor 
the church group.  You can do 
this either by sponsoring some-
one you know who will be walk-
ing, or by using the church spon-
sor form which will be on the ta-
ble in the link.   
  
Thankyou  
  
Chris Penn 
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Dagnall Street Baptist Church 
 

Recital 
Clarinet and Piano  

Katie Canell and Mary Cotes 
 

Saturday 27th April at 1pm 
 

The programme includes: 
Stanford Sonata 

Bozza Aria 
Finzi Bagatelles  
(Romance and Forlana) 

Saint-Saen Sonata Mvt1 
Norton Sonata  

(Written for Katie) 
 

Katie (Mintern) and Mary are two thirds of the Horizon 
Ensemble which has performed at Dagnall Street in pre-

vious concerts. 
There are no tickets, but there will be a retiring collection 

for our Christian Aid Project 
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The Latest: Manipur School Project 
  
We are now well into the new school session, and last week 
we were able to celebrate the school’s 23rd Founding Day in 
typical Emmanuel School style. This included, performanc-
es celebrating Nepali and Thadou culture, as well as pro-
moting the school’s ethos and commitment to building 
Christ-like characteristics within our students. Since the 
start of 2019, we have welcomed about nine new members 
of staff to our committed and hard-working team. It is great 
to see them beginning to take on board interactive teaching 
methods and concepts. This in turn is having a positive ef-
fect on students, who appear happy and enthusiastic about 
their learning.  
  
The new primary building is progressing, but has been 
hampered by rising inflation. The foundations have been 
completed as have the reinforced concrete pillars. The teak 
doors and window frames are being made to a very high 
standard by a local carpenter. Most of the building materials 
have already been purchased. It is hoped that once the 
time-consuming part of the work has been finished, it won’t 
be too long before the building is completed. However, it is 
estimated that we will need at least a further £40,000 to 
achieve this goal. 
  
At the moment our lower primary section are being taught in 
two teacher’s bungalows, which are not designed to be 
classrooms and do not have the necessary space to teach 
small children. 
  
My parents and I would like to thank Dagnall Street for all 
their prayer and financial support, which has been a huge 
source of encouragement to us over the years. 
  

Joanne Kipgen 
March 2019 
Haipi, Manipur 
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APRIL 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
2nd—Denise Tromans 
8th—Diane Saunders 

26th—Julia Plant 
 

We remember Eileen Sheppard, whose birthday 
was this month. 

 
Ride on! Ride on in majesty! 

Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh: 
The Father on his sapphire throne 

Expects his own anointed Son. 
 

Ride on! Ride on in majesty! 
In lowly pomp ride on to die; 

Bow thy meek head to mortal pain, 
Then take, O God, thy power and reign. 

 
Henry Hart Milman 1791-1868 

 
To all Church friends whose birthdays are in 
April, enjoy your Spring birthdays! 
 
Linda Williams 
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HAPPY PEARL ANNIVERSARY 
 

Many congratulations to  
John and Carol Macey  

on their 
30th Wedding Anniversary  

on 
25th March 
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DSBC SCRABBLE CLUB 
 

We  meet in the Cross Street Centre on alternate Tuesdays 
(the second and fourth Tuesday of the month), at 2.30pm.  
On average about 12 people turn up for each session.   
 
At Christmas we had sausage rolls and mince pies which 
everyone enjoyed. We still only pay £1 for tea, coffee and 
biscuits.   
 
Members are getting older, but we still carry on what is now 
a tradition.  We took over from  David and Beryl Russell 
when David died in 2006.  I was a member then and I 
thought it would be  a pity to disband the club.   
 
All surplus funds go to charity.  We donated some to 
Dagnall Street Baptist Church, local hospices, Christian 
Aid, Bible Society, St John Ambulance, Red Cross, 
Guide Dogs, Manipur, Samaritans, Cancer Relief,  Tools 
with a Mission, MAF, Salvation Army, etc. In the last six 
years—£646.00. 
 
Now I’m getting a bit doddery, some of the ladies help 
me make the tea and coffee, for which I am very grate-
ful. 
 
All are welcome, beginners and experts, male and  fe-
male. 
 
John and Vera Mills 
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            Monday Table Tennis/ Games            
                    Club       
  
We meet every Monday from 10.30am to 
1pm in the main hall. 

Refreshments available in the Cross St Centre 
Cafe 
  
All are welcomed for a time of fun and fel-
lowship 
  
               Trevor Oakley 

DAYCARE 
  
Daycare meets every Tuesday during school term time, at 
the Age Concern Centre, St  Peters Street.  If you know 
of anyone who would like to come along for lunch and 
companionship please contact:  Noreen Gilhespy on 
email noreen gilhespy@gmail.com or phone: 07947 
029556.  

           CHURCH & CENTRE ROOM BOOKINGS 
  
To contact Danny Smith regarding Church and Centre room book-
ing enquiries: 
  
Tel:  01727 844348 (new number) 
email: bookings@dsbc.org.uk 

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

46 

 

 

            Monday Table Tennis/ Games            
                    Club       
  
We meet every Monday from 10.30am to 
1pm in the main hall. 

Refreshments available in the Cross St Centre 
Cafe 
  
All are welcomed for a time of fun and fel-
lowship 
  
               Trevor Oakley 

DAYCARE 
  
Daycare meets every Tuesday during school term time, at 
the Age Concern Centre, St  Peters Street.  If you know 
of anyone who would like to come along for lunch and 
companionship please contact:  Noreen Gilhespy on 
email noreen gilhespy@gmail.com or phone: 07947 
029556.  

           CHURCH & CENTRE ROOM BOOKINGS 
  
To contact Danny Smith regarding Church and Centre room book-
ing enquiries: 
  
Tel:  01727 844348 (new number) 
email: bookings@dsbc.org.uk 



47 

  April 2019 

 

 

              WHO LET THE DAD’S OUT!! 
  

The meeting will take place on Saturday, 
13th April in the Lower Hall from 10am to 

12pm 

                  KNITTING GROUP 
 
The knitting group will meet on Tuesday, 16th April in 
Cross Street from 11am—12.30pm and welcomes anyone 
who would like to join with us.  Some bring their own knit-
ting or crochet projects whilst other knit and crochet for 

the charity ‘Knit for Peace’. 
  
Judy Pendal 

                                  SCRABBLE CLUB 
  

Scrabble Club will be held on Tuesday 9th and 23rd 
April at 2.30pm in the Cross Street Centre. 
  

                                 FELLOWSHIP LUNCH 
 
 
There is no Fellowship Lunch during April.. 
   
  
Diane Graham 
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COPY DATE FOR THE MAY 
MAGAZINE 

THURSDAY, 18th APRIL 
 

 April is nearly here and we will soon be celebrating Easter.  At 
the end of April I go to Texas to see and visit with Dick and 
Laura.    I’m really looking forward to it.  I hope they feel the 
same! 
 
My new grandson, Charlie, in Australia, is getting bigger every 
time I see him and they are planning to come to the UK at the 
end of May so I will meet him in person.  Lots of things to look 
forward to. And of course the good weather.   
 
The photograph on the cover of this months magazine was tak-
en by Frank Iddiolls.   
 
Glynis 
glynis.griffiths1@gmail.com 
01462 733665 
07709 618571 
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 Top 1 
YOU RAISE ME UP 

 By 
JOSH GROBAN 

 
This is a love song we sing at our U3A ‘Singing for Fun’ group. 
However, the words are like a beautiful prayer and the well 
known tune is truly inspiring. 
 

“When I’m down and oh my soul so weary, 
When troubles came and my heart burdened be 

Then I am still and wait here in the silence 
Until you come and sit awhile with me. 

 
You raise me up, so I can stand on mountains 

You raise me up, to walk on stormy seas, 
I am strong, when I am on your shoulders 

You raise me up, t more than I can be. 
 

There’s no life—no life without its hunger 
Each restless heart beats so imperfectly 

But when you came and I am filled with wonder 
Sometimes I think, I glimpse eternity.” 

 
 
Jill Potter 
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Top 1 THE BOTTLE OF WINE 
 

For all of you who are married, were married, wish you were 
married, or wish you weren’t married, this is something to 
smile about the next time you see a bottle of wine. 
 
Sally was driving home from one of her business trips in 
Northern Arizona when she saw an elderly Navajo woman 
walking on the side of the road.  As the trip was a long and 
quiet one, she stopped the car and asked the Navajo woman 
if she would like a ride.  With a silent nod of thanks, the wom-
an got into the car. 
 
Resuming the journey, Sally tried in vain to make a bit of 
small talk with the Navajo woman.  The old woman just sat 
silently, looking intently at everything she saw, studying eve-
ry little detail, until she noticed a brown bag on the seat next 
to Sally. 
 
“What’s in the bag?” asked the old woman.  Sally looked 
down at the brown bag and said, “It’s a bottle of wine.  I got it 
for my husband.”  The Navajo woman was silent for another 
moment or two; then speaking with the quiet wisdom of an 
elder, she said:   
 
                        “Good trade…..” 
 
John Mills 
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 What, When and Where April 2019 
 
Tuesday   2 Lent Study Groups 
   10.30am & 8.00pm Cross Street Centre 
Wednesday   3 Free Church Service in the Abbey 11.00am 
   Major David Evans  Territorial Ecumenical Officer 
   The Salvation Army 
Saturday   6 Prayer Hour 
   10.00am Cross Street Room 5 
Tuesday   9 Lent Study Groups 
   10.30am & 8.00pm Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday   9 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Saturday 13 Who Let the Dads Out? 
   10.00am - 12.00pm Lower Hall 
Sunday 14 Palm Sunday Procession of Witness to Abbey 
   followed by Sunday Lunch in lower hall 
Tuesday 16 Knitting Group 
   11.00am - 12.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Thursday     18 Maundy Thursday Communion 
   8.00pm - Church 
Friday          19 Good Friday Service 
   10.15am – Church 
Friday  19 Good Friday Service of Unity at the Cross 
   8.00pm – Abbey 
Sunday         21 Early Morning Communion & Breakfast 
   9.00am - Cross Street Centre 
Sunday         21 Easter day Family Service & Gift Day 
   10.30am - Church 
Tuesday       23 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Saturday  27 Unlock London Walk 
   8.30am St Albans Train Station 
    
 
Regular Events 
Mondays: Table tennis & Games Club 10.30am – 1.30pm Lower Hall 
Tuesdays: (term time) Daycare 10am – 2pm Age Concern St Peters Street 
Wednesdays: (term time) Toddlers 9.45am – 11.15am Lower Hall 
Fridays: Bible Study 2pm – 3pm Cross Street Centre room 5 
 
Sunday Services 
10.30am, with groups for children, every Sunday 
4.00pm Church in the Café, 1st Sunday each month 
6.30pm remaining Sundays, unless otherwise advertised 
Sunday Communion usually first morning and third evening each month 
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