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Preaching Calendar February 2012

5 February 1030 am  Morning Worship and Communion
6 30 pm  Evening Worship - Room 3

12 February 1030 am  Morning Worship
6 30 pm  Evening Worship - Room 3
Phil Palmer
19 February 1030 am  Morning Worship

David Edgington
6 30 pm  Evening Worship and Communion
Adrian Ruffhead - Room 3

26 February 1030 am  Morning Worship and Communion
6 30 pm  Evening Worship - Room 3

Worship is usually led by Rev Simon Carver
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Dear Friends,

At the time of writing, the inquest into the death of Wales Football manager,
Gary Speed, is adjourned. It is expected that the coroner will find that Mr
Speed died at his own hand and that the record will show that this was while
‘the balance of his mind was disturbed’. It has also been suggested that Gary
Speed was part of the 1 in 6 proportion of the population who currently suffer
from some form of depressive illness. While there is still some stigma attached
to depressive illness, more and more people in the public eye revealing that
this is a burden that they have borne has probably made it easier for ordinary
people to be recognised as sufferers.

The diagnosis of mental illness is not new, but ‘treatment’ often consisted of
removing a patient to a place of safety for them and society. Surgery and Elec-
tric Shock Therapy remain controversial treatments into the 21st century, al-
though execution for cowardice has been replaced by treatment for Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder in cases of ‘shell shock’.

The relationship between mental health and the religious world is reflected in
the changing times. Although there is the added dimension of whether or not
the symptoms of what the Bible describes as demon possession are the mani-
festation of mental illness. However, a number of Bible characters and reli-
gious figures in the church have also shown signs of suffering from depressive
illness. Both Elijah and Jonah in the Old Testament seem to have been unable
to cope with circumstances in their lives. In the 16th century, Martin Luther
seems to have recognised depression in a colleague who took his own life. He
referred to his deceased colleague’s state of mind: “This is the tragedy of our
human condition, that we fall so far we can no longer see or hear the true God,
and we imagine the condemning God is the only God. And then, the God we
imagine becomes the God we get.”

Of all people, it is Jesus to whom we might look for an example of God’s pres-
ence at the time of greatest despair. It was Jesus who knew the sense of
desolation that can come with depressive iliness as he cried from the cross
about God having forsaken him. The message is that God follows us to the
very deepest point that we can reach.

However, this is not a claim that trusting in God will make it all OK. Mental ill-
ness requires just as much expert medical care as an illness that affects the
body. A part of that care is a person’s need to know that they are not travelling
alone. This is the sort of care that we can all offer. We may not know just how
the other person feels, but most of us have experienced time in the wilderness
and have experienced despair. We don't need to know the pain of mental ill-
ness to walk along side someone who does. We simply

have to follow our calling and take up our cross and follow ’\ .

Jesus to the Dark Place. In so doing, we share the dark- S MABVL

ness, while holding on to the light.
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Baptist Assembly

4 -6 May 2012

This year’'s assembly is at Central Hall in London after a number of years in
seaside locations in the northwest, south and southwest of the country. This
presents us in St Albans with a great opportunity to join the annual gathering of
British Baptists.

If you have not been to an Assembly before, this is your year to try it out. Why
not come down to London for the Saturday evening? It is the evening when
new missionaries are formally bid farewell as they go overseas and new minis-
ters are welcomed into the Baptist family. There is also the opportunity to hear
Tony Campolo, one of the most interesting and lively preachers in the interna-
tional Baptist world.

Let me know if you are interest or want more details. You can also find out
more at: http://www.baptistassembly.org.uk/home.asp?id=1

10.30 am 6.30 pm
Miracles begin at home All things to all men
February#h Mark 126-39 | Corinthians 9:16-23
Cleanliness and Godliness .
February 12th Il Kings 5:1-14 Mr Phil Palmer
February 19th Mr David Edgington Mr Adrian Ruffhead
Februarv 26th Unfashionable obedience A Rainbow Nation
vy Mark 1:9-15 Genesis 9:1-17
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Lent 2012 — Simply Jesus

B N.T. Wright
SPCK
- Tom Wright is one of those rare writers who man-
]E S ages to bring contemporary theological scholarship

accessible to Christian laypeople who want to ex-
plore faith.

Having written a series of commentaries in the style
of those of William Barclay, Dr Wright has now
turned his attention to writing about Jesus: who he
was, what he did and why it matters.

This is a reminder that we are going to be using this
book as the basis for a series of Tuesday evening
sessions through Lent next year in which we will
explore these three questions.

February 28 8 00 pm Jesus: who he was.
March 13 8 00 pm Jesus: what he did.
March 27 8 00 pm Jesus: why he matters.

Please note that the session on March 13 will take the place of the Bible Stud-
ies at Cross Street and the Manse for that month.

Marjorie and Leslie Jones are
so very grateful for the love,
care and prayer they have re-
ceived following Leslie's knee
replacement operation.

After a difficult couple of
months, he is now progressing
well.




Dagnall Street Baptist Church and Cross Street Centre Magazine

Mission News

It was good to hear Dan Foster at a recent Sunday evening service, remind us
how important financial support from Home Mission is for smaller churches like
Howlands Baptist Church, where he is minister. In the current edition of Baptist
Life, (copies are in the Centre), you can read about Home Mission’s “Just
Imagine” campaign. There are “Just Imagine” posters on the Mission notice
board, which explain how lives of young people have been transformed, and
how support has been given for new ways of being church.

We support both Home and Overseas Mission by regular planned mission giv-
ing, but we can never give enough, as we are constantly reminded of the need
both on our doorsteps and around the world. As charities inundate us with
mailings, appealing to us with stories of amazing work done to support those in
desperate need, it's easy to become complacent. But the suffering from natu-
ral disasters, civil war and disease continues. There are also many examples
of people coping with situations which we can’t imagine.

In Cameroon if you don’t have a birth certificate you can't enter secondary
school. Thousands of children live in villages too remote for their births to be
registered. To get a birth certificate, a baby must either be born at a health
centre or its parents must declare its birth at a registration centre within 30
days.

Lidam Michael was born in Simatou, a remote village in Cameroon’s most dis-
advantaged province. Nearing the end of his primary education, having suf-
fered with polio when he was younger, he now relies on crutches and his dis-
ability means he won't be able to work in the local fields. So he desperately
needs secondary education to prepare him for alternative employment. But he
can't continue his education because he doesn’t have a birth certificate. Dur-
ing the 3 month rainy season, the route to the nearest health and registration
centres, six kilometres away, becomes a shallow river. A local mother of eight
explains that the health centre is too far and it is expensive. You have to pay
to give birth. The only alternative is to pay £7 for a forged birth certificate or up
to £50 to go through a long legal process.

But thanks to the intervention of a volunteer worker, a new system is being in-
troduced. Local chieftains are trained in the new process and appoint a local
village community secretary who visits the parents of every new born in their
village and records the birth in a notebook. The parents pay 54p to cover costs
and the secretary takes the notebook to the registration centre where the birth
certificates are written out. Now, in Simatou, new born babies will have the
opportunities they deserve.
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BMS Birthday Scheme
February Birthdays

A Very Happy Birthday to
Chris Penn 19 February

A prayer for the New Year from 'Words for Today'
IBRA Bible Reading Notes 2012.

God of all hope,
Allow your hope to infect our being so that we live in the light of all you give us
now and journey expectantly to all that You will bring in the future. Amen
If you would like to join the BMS Birthday Scheme and be a Birthday lifesaver,
please see me.

From The Archivist

Some comments from 1981 magazines

If the sun is really putting out all that energy, how come we get so lazy when
we sit under it?

The minister of a church was for some time in hospital.

The Church council met in his absence and decided to send him a telegram.

It read: Church Council met today, and wish you a speedy recovery by 11 votes
to 10.

Leslie D. Weatherhead stated: “ Too many of us have been inoculated with
small doses of Christianity which keep us from catching the real thing.”

The Genesis Shop, Manor Estate, Sheffield

David and | are planning to make our next delivery in the second half of April.
Please bring your contributions of good quality used clothing to the Centre as
soon as possible from now.

We want to ensure a full van load, not only to justify the trip, but also to give
Genesis the biggest possible lift to their Springtime stock.

Although our service is based on clothing, including good footwear, (adult and
children’s) we can carry blankets and bed sheets, so long as they are packed
in black plastic bags or similar soft covering of durable material. Thank you.
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Thank You!

... to all those helped make our first venture into Messy Church a success.
We had a lot of very good feedback from those who came, most of whom do
attend our church.

On the strength of this we are already planning our next session. We have
booked this for :

915am-1145am
Saturday 31st March

Just to remind you ...
Messy Church is ...

Church for people that don’t usually go to church as well as for peo-
ple that do.

Church for children and for Mums and Dads, Granddads and Grand-
mas, Aunties and Uncles ...

Church for the messy — and busy — world in which we all now live.

A format that has been tried and tested in many churches around
the country and has proved successful at touching the parts of local
communities that ordinary church services seldom reach.

Sounds interesting. What do | do?

Talk to Linda Roberts, the Team Leader, for more information.
Spread the word and invite family and friends.

Comel!
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Wednesday Evening Group

Our next meeting takes the form of a party in the Cross Street Lounge on 8
February at 8 00 pm. Everyone is welcome. On 22nd February also at 8pm,
we are having a visit from Mission Aviation Fellowship. This should prove very
interesting as they do such a grand job and we hope for a good turn out

MAF

MISSION AVIATION FELLOWSHIP

Copy Due Date

All copy for the March 2012 issue is to be hands of the editor, Liz Barker (151
Beech Road, St Albans AL3 5AN, liz.barker@ntlworld.com) on or before
February 26 2012. Thank you.

Contributions in MS Word 2003 or earlier, with hard copy, will be appreciated.

If you send an email, please expect a message from me to say | have received
it - otherwise | probably haven't!
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News from the Cross Street Centre

The Cross Street project has been running for more than 22 years and the
Centre management has now passed to me. Julia Plant has relinquished her
second term as Deacon responsible for Cross Street. Julia has done a very
conscientious job covering all bases all the time. We thank her for her very
careful and thorough work

Cross Street managed to pay its way in 2011. The Church receives from
Cross Street £5500 for rent and £5300 a year payment towards caretaking.
At the end of the year the trading surplus is also paid to the Church.

A city centre cafe faces lots of competition. This has given rise to thinking
about the additional opportunities a church centre can provide.

In a few days time there will be a Computer Workshop for one hour. The
workshop will be run by Computer Friendly and will be open to anyone who
wants to make a start using a computer. This first taster session on Tuesday
31 January at 11 00 am is for a small group. Please let me know if this inter-
ests you. This is a trial and more sessions may follow.

| would be pleased to see lots of you at the Coffee Tasting on Tuesday 7
February. The idea is for the regular and occasional customers to help us
choose a different filter coffee for use in the cafe. Free coffee all round on 7
February between 10 00 am and 2 00 pm.

Other ideas for community fun and service are - lending paper backed books,
setting up a book club, setting up a knitting circle, setting up groups doing

crafts like embroidery or patchwork and table tennis using the lower hall facili-
ties. Information about these activities will be posted on the Cross Street no-

ticeboard, in the Church magazine and website.

Pastoral Care Matters

The Minister and members of the Pastoral Team are always happy to make
appointments to visit, talk or pray with you. This can take place in your home,
at Cross Street or at our homes at your convenience and at mutually
convenient times.

Our Minister, Simon (854041) can be contacted direct.

Liz Barker (763116), Brian Branch (852738), Marjorie and Leslie Jones
(841845), and Ray Saunders (830260) are also all active members of the
Pastoral Team.

Simon and the team hope you will notify them of anybody who you think may
be ill, lonely or who needs help. !
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Pastoral Care News

Fear not, | have redeemed you. | have summoned you by name, you are mine.
When you pass through the water | will be with you.
When you pass through the waves, they will not sweep over you.
When you walk through fire you will not be burned.
For | am the Lord, the Holy One, your Saviour.
Isaiah 43.

Amongst those who have been through tribulation lately are Rita Warren, Len-
nie Luck, Albert Percival and Cyril Taylor. Pray for these friends.

John Mills mother passed away recently at the grand old age of 104. Please
remember the family in your prayers.

We rejoice with Ruth and John Seckerson on the birth of their grandson, Hugo
Peter Rowson and with Denise and Bill Tromans as both their daughter, Ruth
and their son, Philip have become engaged. Since the last magazine we have
two more nonogenarians to add to our list. They are Leslie Jones and Frank
Warren. "Age shall not weary them!"

Here is a thought we may all share from the Japanese Christian poet, Genzo
Mitsuno:
“If I had not suffered, | would not have known the love of God.
If many people had not suffered, God's love would not have been passed on.
If Jesus had not suffered God's love would not have been made visible.”

Sing, Sing, Sing, Sing

Gary Malone has shown that singing in a choir is enjoyable and benefi-
cial. You do not have to have a great voice.

Our Church chaoir has a try-out package that may interest you.

Come to three practices and sing-with us on Palm Sunday (1 April at
10 00 am). If you do not enjoy the experience, you-can leave without
any pressure if you wish.

Practices are 7 30 pm to 8 45 pm in-the church on 22 February, 21 and
28 March.
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DSBC Men'’s Fellowship

Science &
Religion
Is there a conflict?
Rev Dr David Gregory
Friday February 24th, 7.45pm
Cross Street Centre,

Cross Street, St Albans, AL3 5EE
Everyone welcome

Baptist Fellowship

We will be meeting in the Cross
Street Centre on Thursday 17
February at 12 30 pm. You are
most welcome to come and join
us for lunch.

12
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Poem for Candlemas-

A candle flame floats
on the mind's eye:

A light from long ago
when old churches breathed
the sound of plain chant
in Rembrandt shadows.

The burnished flame holds
its shadow cone and burns
our winter days to spring.
As we meditate
its gold becomes a flower
of light that drinks the dark.

Now the flame sits
like a silent priest
in a long robe.
True to itself,
it bends but does not lose
its shining shape.

We pray to sit lightly
on our days and find
the shape of God's truth.
Our breath holds his movement,
Our mind holds his silence,
Our heart holds his light.

Susan Skinner

* Candlemas falls on 2nd February and celebrates the Presentation of
the Baby Jesus in the Temple (Luke 2:22-40). It has come to be
associated with bringing lights into church and is at one of the year’s
Quarter Days and a supposed turning point in winter.
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Meadowcroft Bible Study Group

The Meadowcroft Bible Study Group will meet on Tuesday 14 February at 8
00 pm, 43 Meadowcroft, when we will start a short series on Galatians. Do
come and join us - you will be most welcome

Preaching Away

Mr Leslie Jones

February 12 am  Potters Bar URC
February 26 am  Rickmansworth Baptist

Mr David Edgington

February 5am  Abbots Langley Baptist Church
February 19 am  Dagnall Street Baptist Church

The Baptist Assembly ‘Beyond 400’

Celebrate 400 years of Baptist Witness in the UK and beyond. Register
online at www.baptistassembly.org.uk, pick up a leaflet from the stand in
Cross Street, or request a registration form on 01235 517621
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Christian Aid Week 13 -20 May 2012

Have you a few hours to spare in that week?

| realise that, to many people, it will seem early in the year to be talking of an
event so far in the future. There are several reasons, not the least of which is
the availability of people to fill the jobs of house to house distribution and collec-
tion of envelopes.

This may be news to you, but our Church relies heavily on volunteers for so
many activities. Those who constitute the Christian Aid collectors are mostly an
ageing band and have need of some light relief from some more able-bodied
folk....when every pace is painful it gets difficult, whilst for someone able to
walk, this particular job is relatively easy!

It takes about two hours on the Sunday afternoon to deliver to one or two spe-
cific roads of houses, followed by a daytime or evening during the following
week, to simply knock or ring on doors and collect the hopefully filled envelopes.
The envelopes are then returned to me by May 20 . A matter of about 5 hours
covers it. Contrary to some tales in other areas, most people are quite ap-
proachable in St Albans. The hardest part is telling me you'd like to join in!

Please contact me if you think you will be free and able to help. THANKS FOR
READING THIS. The huge number of projects undertaken world-wide is huge,
the help invaluable. www.christianaid.org.uk brings you to a website with videos

to show you where the money goes. # 0 $

Stamps for the Baptist Missionary Society

Don't forget to give me your stamps. Please trim them (1/2cm or 1/2") and place
in a sealed envelope in the box in the vestibule. Thank you
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Wednesday 1

Saturday 4

Wednesday 8

Wednesday 8

Friday 10, 24

Saturday 11

Tuesday 14
Tuesday 14, 28

Thursday 23

Saturday 25

Tuesday 28

What, When and Where February 2012

Free Church Service in the Abbey
11 00 am Rev Simon Carver

Prayer Time

1000 am  Cross Street

Toddler Group
945am-1115am
Lower Hall

Wednesday Evening Group
8 00 pm in the Cross Street Centre

TFN
7 00 pm

Who let the Dads Out?
10 00 am Lower Hall

Study Groups

Scrabble Club
2 30 pm Cross Street Centre

Deacons’ Meeting
7 45 pm Room 4
Cross Street Centre

Manipur Coffee Morning
10 00 am -12 noon
12 Worcester Road Hatfield

Lent Study
8 00 pm Cross Street Centre

Tuesday March 6 Church Meeting

7 45 pm Cross Street Centre

Toddlers each Wednesday during term time

945 am - 11 15 am in the Lower Hall
Sunday Services 10 30 am and 6 30 pm

With groups for children at the 10 30 am service
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